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Britain, France and U.S. 


Could Give a Lead 


For World Peace 


By SIR GEORGE PAISH 


EHIND the present tension lie artificial restrictions 
on the fair distribution of the wealth of the world 
to the peoples of the world. 


The removal of those restrictions calls for co-operation between 
Yet every great State continues to arm and to regard 
its neighbours with fear and suspicion. 
although war cannot solve any of the problems with which we are 


the nations. 


faced. 


How can this deadlock be ended ? 


better way ? 


In the following article, Sir George Paish, the famous economist, calls for 


How can we show the nations which 
are denounced as aggressors that the way of peaceful co-operation is the 
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a declaration of economic policy by Great Britain, France. and the United States, 
stating “that they are prepared to do all that lies in their power to assist all 
nations to attain to higher standards of comfort than they have ever hitherto 


STREIT 


describes 


enjoyed, with the prospect of ever-growing improvement as the years pass.” 


Such a declaration by the “haves,” he argues, would dispel the fears and 
Even if the dictators did not respond. declares 


suspicions of the “ have-nots.” 


Sir George, the people under their rule would come to realize what was being 


offered to them. 


Sir George Paish writes with authority on this question, for he has been 


Editor of the Statist (1900-1916); Adviser to the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
and the British Treasury on financial and economic questions (1914-16) and has 
published several works on economic subjects. 


NO-ONE can deny that another war 
4 would reduce the nations to chaos 
and would ruin the victors as well as the 
vanquished. Consequently it needs to be 
prevented by every means that it is within 
the power of the nations to apply. 

One of these means would be a declara- 
tion of economic policy by the principal 
nations and more particularly by Great 
Britain, France, and the United States. Will 
the economic policies of the nations in 
future permit all nations, including the 
nations with large populations and small 
territories, to look into the future with the 
confident expectation not only of being 
able to support their growing numbers at 
reasonable living standards but at steadily 
improving standards so that they enjoy the 
comforts as well as the necessaries of life 
in ever-increasing measure? 


Abundance Available 


If such declarations were made the 
nations which at present seem to have no 
future other than one of distress and 
privation, and which are accordingly 
threatening to make war, would at any 
rate know that they would gain greatly by 
peaceful co-operation instead of being 
ruined by war. 

Can such declarations be made with con- 
viction based upon knowledge of the cer- 
tainties of the future? 

No-one can question the ability of this 
world of ours to produce an almost infinite 
quantity of natural and manufactured pro- 
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WELL. WHAT'S THE DIFFERENCE? 


(Courtesy: Murphy Review. 


“Peace Hath Her Heroes ”|MR. GANDHI’S 


says the Plain Man 


[N spite of all the war-talk, there’s still a 
good deal to encourage us. One cf 
the finest exploits reported last week was 
Professor Haldane’s experiment on himself 
in connexion with the “ Thetis” inquiry. 


It appears he has done this sort of thing 
before. For instance. he once gave himself 
diabetes and was operated upon without an 
anaesthetic. 


Nor is he the only one. There was 
Werner Ferssmann, of Berlin, who opened 
a vein in his arm and introduced a probe 
two-feet long, to prove that it is possible to 
apply direct stimulation to the heart. 


“V.C.’s of Science ” 


Hideyo Noguchi, a Japanese scientist, 
went out to the swamps of the Gold Coast 
at the age of 51, to continue the fignt 
against yellow fever which had killed 
Adrian Stokes, of London. The Japanese 
scientist died on the job—but he isolated 
the germ responsible for the disease. 


Then there are the radium workers who 
have faced a lingering death, in their 
efforts to save others a death from cancer. 


And only this year there died an English- 


man who published a diary of his experi-! 


ences after both his legs had been ampu- 
tated. 

These men cheerfully accept suffering for 
themselves in order to relieve the suffering 
of others. They put to shame a nation 
which is spending so much time and money 
on thinking out how to protect its men and 
women from death from the skies—and on 
bombers to inflict a similar death on folk 
in some other land. 

“V.C.’s of Science,” such men were 
called in a London evening paper on Fri- 
day. The glory has gone out of war (if, 
indeed, it ever existed), but true glory can 
still be won in the works of peace. Isn't 
that the only kind of glory worth the 
name? 


Publicity in Dublin/> 


"THE most important newspaper in Eire, 

the Irish Independent published in a 
prominent position a large picture of a 
poster parade held in Dublin by the All- 
Ireland Anti-War Crusade. 

In its account of the parade, it told how 
“poster bearers were accompanied by a 
group of young women selling copies of the 
new pacifist paper, Peace News”! 

Twelve dozen copies were sold in about 
forty minutes—a result which has encour- 
aged Dublin pacifists to repeat their effort. 

(Picture on page 7) 


ALTERNATIVES : 


Non-Violence or 
Self-Destruction ? 


The world is inevitably moving to self- 
destruction or to a non-v:olent solutio: of all 
its ailments, moral, social, economic, and 
political. 

The threatened world war will bring us nearer 
the desirable solution if a respectable part of it 
survives the impending catastrophe. Whoever 
recognizes that the only escape from the im- 
pending fate is a non-violent solution will, there- 

| fore, apply it to his own problems, whether they 
| are domestic, communal, or any other. 

_Non-violence is a universal law acting in ali 
circumstances. Disregard of it is the surest way 
to destruction. It is only a question of time. 

O writes Mr. M. K. Gandhi in a state- 
ment of what he considers is the 
minimum that the Indian Princes should 
guarantee in the way of reforms “in 
order to come into line with enlightened 
opinion in what is called British India.” 

The need for the reform of conditions in 
the Indian States as a vhole is one of the 
important factors in any settlement of the 

pressing problems with which India is at 
this moment facing this country. 

We hope to publish Mr. Gandhi’s views in full 
next week. The above extract from the full re- 
port in Mr. Gandhi’s own newspaper, Harijan, 


was omitted from the version given in The Times 
on Wednesday. 
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PEACE 


NEWS 


REGINALD SORENSEN. M.P.. 


discusses ways and means of 


Safeguarding Civilization 


WE live in a time of subtle and danger- 

ous infection. ‘Fhe British fear of 
that ethical and politieal disease which has 
affected half of Europe may provide the 
morbid condition by which Britain itself 
may catch the disease. There are already 
many disquieting symptoms and sensitive, 
thoughtful pacifists and non-pacifists alike 
are aware of them. 

Any suggestion that rational consider- 
ation of international problems is still both 
desirable and possible is met in certain 
quarters with cynicism and in others even 
with angry derision. Some would, indeed, 
declare with stern conviction or with 
vehemence that the time for argument, 
discussion, and conference has long since 
passed and that any reference to such a 
possibility can only encourage the aggres- 

_ sor: he would interpret an attempt to re- 
main civilized as a sign of weakness! 


* 


A facile assumption that only a display 

f overwhelming military strength can 
awe or deter the aggressor has taken 
possession of many who a year ago were 
still ready to expose its folly. We have 
become hypnotized by events and propa- 
ganda into general belief that nothing else 
but coercion is realistic or appropriate. The 
will to peace through sanity and justice is 
becoming sterilized. 

One can understand the process. The 
ye-occupation of the demilitarized zones; 
the absorption of Austria into Greater Ger- 
many; the intimidation and annexation of 
Czechoslovakia; the Spanish war and the 
victory of Franco with Italo-German aid; 
the attempted blackmail of Poland through 
Danzig; the ruthless oppression of Jews 
and religious and political minorities; the 
continuous expansion of armaments; the 
speeches charged with violence, hatred and 
threats—these are all too familiar ele- 
ments that have poured their flood over 
ideas, beliefs and hopes of a saner nature 
once held with varying degress of under- 
standing or conviction by British people. 

It is not surprising that in such psycho- 
logical circumstances, created by the ex- 
panding radius of brutal aggression, civiliz- 
ation appears in danger of being sub- 


merged. Human nature is like that, al-| 


though that is not the whole truth. 


“ An Eye for an Eye...” 


"'T'HIS may sound a pessimistic statement 
to the mind of the idealist and he may 

in his spiritual zeal give to it a vigorous 
denial That is because he possesses a faith 
which enables him to penetrate beyond the 
transient flux and flow to abiding realities. 
Most people, however, do not possess that 
faith. By disposition or through limitations 
they are susceptible to the impact of the 
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moment and the superficial is the measure 
of obvious truth. Hence, whatever may 
have been the flimsy embellishment of the 
Christian ethic or what of that ethic and 
its profundity may exist powerfully in 
simply a domestic sphere is ripped aside 
to allow more elementary impulses to pre- 
dominate. 

The intermediate law o “an eye for an 
eye” takes possession in times of national 
tension and appears as inviolable, logical 
and authoritative. “The brute will not 
listen to reason! Very well, we’ll teach him 
a lesson in brutishness. He chooses to in- 
sist on the fang and the claw. All right, 
we'll show him that our fangs and claws 
are finer than his when it comes to the 
test.” Such is an instinctive inclination. 

Some avoid or overcome this re-action 
although the privilege of this can easily 
entice into a false detachment and a value- 
less sense of moral superiority. But there 
are thos: who by no means personally 
accept or sanction the Mosaic principle yet 
who are convinced that in the existing 
situation force must meet force and threat 
find the counterbalance of threat as a tem- 
porary social experiment. And there are 
others who endorse rearmament as a neces- 
sary defence yet who are apprehensive of 
its perils. 


¥* 
All these and others know that our pre- 
sent preparations both register and 


generate a mood fraught with menace to 
civilization. They know how energies can 
be released that issue in the intensity of a 
conflict which disintegrates richer qualities, 
inevitably prevents restrained judgment 
and thwarts fine intentions. The vindictive 
urge evokes the vindictive response until 
the atmosphere is neurotic and insane. 
Whatever may be the degree of force 


| 
| 
sanctioned or the relative policy upheld,! 
all who understand the essentials of safe- 
guarding civilization can find a certain 
immediate unity. They can and must seek 
to cherish, encourage and sustain every 
element of reason, good will and sanity 
that remains. j 
They must become eager and persistent 
in this task and hold on with undaunted 
confidence to the conviction that not only 
is such a devotion intrinsically necessary 
because of its values, but also that it will! 
be and is affecting the course of events. 
Whether openly heeded or not this safe- 
guarding of civilization leaves its ineradic- 
able influence on the popular mind and 
with the inevitable changing of circum- 
stances and the emergence of unforeseen 
opportunities there may come response. 


What We Can Do 
WITHIN, then, the psychological limita- 
v tions of this period of fear it is 
possible and vitally necessary to find and 
clarify the appropriate factors of construc- 
tive peace that can reasonably’ be 
commended to statesmen and multitudes. 

There must be constant emphasis of 
every opening for contact and conference. 

Criticisms of German or Italian evil 
should illuminate similar though possibly 
less evils we ourselves commit or endorse. 

The underlying legitimate necessities of! 
potential or actual enemies must be made 
clear and honestly admitted. 

There must continue a discrimination 
between State policies and human desires. | 

Fundamental and historical causes cf' 
economic strife and their only ultimate! 
remedies must be kept supreme over all 
temporary and immediate issues. | 

Insistence on the wicked waste and 
agony of war must vitalize the equal in- 

(Continued on page 11.) 
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Defend Your 
Homes! 


CARMYLE HOUSE, onc: the domi- 
cile of the elite of the village, has 
fallen on evil days. 


Instead of housing one wealthy 
family, it now houses half-a-dozen 
working-class families. Each has 2 
separate room 2nd pays rent weekly. 


The rooms are overcrowded. The 
walls are damp, and the conditions 
are iusanitary.... 


There are posters in Carmyle 
urging the citizens to undertake 
“national service” to defend their 
hearths and homes against foreign 
enemies. 


—The New Leader, July 14. 


Rescued from 


Concentration Camps 


HOSTEL for German refugees who 
have been rescued from concentration 
camps by the Germany Emergency Com- 
mittee of the Society of Friends has been 
opened at Southover Grange Lodge, East- 
port Lane, Lewes, Sussex, largely through 
the efforts of Miss Joan Glegg, a member 
of the staff of the Germany Emergency 
Committee, and her friends. 


The house has been lent rent free, and all the 
furniture and equipment have been given, in- 
cluding paint and renovating materials, which 
the little committee utilized during many week- 
ends they spent getting the house ready for their 
visitors. The hostel holds eight refugees and 
is already full. The wardens are an Austrian 
couple. 

The hostel is intended for those who need a 
little time to rest and recover their health, and 
also for trainees awaiting posts. 

The Germany Emergency Committee is 
responsible for the maintenance of the refugees, 
who all help in,running the hostel, and looking 
after the garden. Boy Scouts and others in the 
district are co-operating in various ways in 
connexion with it. 


Musical Evening at Hostel 

A concert was given at the Hostel last week. 
The wardens, Dr. and Mrs. Sturmthal, and the 
residents had invited many of their friends of 
different nationalities and a company of about a 
hundred gathered to enjoy a varied programme 
of instrumental music. The musical programme 
was directed by Herr Brechner, a skilled ’cellist, 
who himself assisted in several items. 


From the Editor’s Notebook 


Who’s Who in 


This Issue 


A British Federalist of 1904 


American View 


MEMBER of Parliament and an ex- 

member are among our contributors 
this week. The latter i. SIR GEORGE PalIsH 
(whose, qualifications for writing on 
economic questions are referred to on page 
one), and I am glad, incidentally, that he 
is a Liberal, in view of the charge so often 
made (when we are noi being called “ pro- 
Nazi! ”) that we are some sort of adjunct 
of the Labour Party. 

The M.P., of course, is REGINALD SORENSEN, 
who writes on this page. His other “title” 
—the Rev.—he owns by virtue of being 
minister of the Walthamstow’ Free 
Christian Church. 

As if those occupations did not keep him 
busy enough, he is also a tutor for the 
Workers’ Educational Association and he 
does a good deal of journalistic work. In 
addition he has a full record of public 
service in the Walthamstow district. 

Though originally an architect, JOHN 
Davys BERESFoRD (who “speaks personally” 
again this week) has been writing for 
publication for 33 years. He has written 
a very large number of novels—latterly at 
.the rate of about two a year. 

G. CHARLES BaLDWIn is the East Midlands 
Area representative on the National 
Council of the Peace Pledge Union—the 
first area representative to be elected 
under the new constitution. 


Then and Now 


HE other day someone sent me a 
quotation that is particularly apt for 
repetition in this present issue. On another 
page we publish a message which is of 
interest if only because it comes from the 
American champion of the much-discussed 
question of 2 federal union of States. 
These remarks of a British speaker 35 
years ago are interesting not only as show- 
ing that it is neither 2 new nor. an ex- 
clusively American idea, but also as a 


of Kurope 


comment on the alternatives facing Europe 
today : 


“Members of national parliaments must stand 
for an International Parliament or deny the 
principles on which their nation is founded. How 
can they stand for a parliament for State affairs, 
a parliament for inter-state or national affairs, 
and for something else for international affairs, 
when that something else must be chaos always 
and war periodically ?” 


The speaker was Sir PHILIP STANHOPE, 
who was leading the British delegation at 
the 1904 session of the Inter-parliamentary 
Union. 


Re-birth in Europe 


"THOSE who met Paut Harris when he 

was on a visit to this country from the 
United States will be interested to know 
how he “sized up” Europe. He is now 
back at his work o>. the National Council 
for Prevention of War, and has been telling 
folk in America wha: he found here. 


(He has also beensto the National Pacifist ” 


Youth Conference at Camp V-ack, Indiana, 
whence he has sent me a very acceptable 
card of greetings signed by 29 of the par- 
ticipants, I hope some of them will see 
this warm appreciation of their message.) 

In an article in Peace Action, entitled 
“Troubled Europe Shows Signs cf Rebirth,” 
Paut Harris assures his readers that 
“there are men and women in every 
European country [and he visited some !] 
to whom ‘the freedom of the individual’ 
is more than a phrase.” He writes of a 
man he knows in Germany: 

“He is not a Nazi, he is not an anti-Nazi. 
He raises no opposition flag and opposes to Herr 
Hitler no other ‘Fuehrer.” He merely asserts 
that the spirit of Jesus which he finds expressed 
in the New Testament controls him in his living. 

“He is speaking openly and writing much 
about the values which he believes underlie 
constructive living—humility, affection for one’s 
fellow-men, gentleness, service, personal honour, 
peace. 

“He is in danger, but he does nothing to 
assure his personal safety. He lives to let ap 
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Eternal Light shine through him that others may 
see better.” 


¢oMusufficiently Fervid’’ 
READERS who remember the letter we 

published some months ago about a 
proposed school to be run on Christian 
pacifist lines may have been wendering 
what the outcome was. 

Mr. G. C. FawcerT, of Farnham, Surrey, 
one of those specially interested in the 
idea, tells me that as the only other paper 
which published the letter was The 
Christian Pacifist (though it was sen: to all 
the leading dailies and weeklies), it failed to 
reach those “ who are pacifist by conviction 
or sympathy but who aren’t sufficiently 
fervid about pacifism to take in pacifist 


papers.” He adds: 

“I believe that this is quite a large public, 
and just the one that would have been able and 
willing to back the project. But since we 
couldn't get at it, it might as well not be there. 

“Your printing of the letter did bring in a 
number of kindly letters from all over the 
country, but I had to report to the signatories, 
at a meeting at Cambridge, that there wasn’t 
really evidence of a sufficient volume of solid 
support to justify them in going ahead. They 
rightly decided to abandon the whole project.” 


A New Order? 


NEW effort is being made by a London 
member of the Peace Pledge Union to 
gather together people who have some kind of 
service they can give and to co-ordinate those 
services into a regular system of free exchange. 
“It may be a practical means of bringing 
about a new society freed from the injustices 
of our present system,” he says. The services, 
I gather, may be forms of work or actual goods. 
The scheme is being tried out by W. S. 
BRIGDEN, of 232 Sellincourt Road, Tooting, S.W.27. 
“The plan,” he says, “may not bring ali the 
luxuries that should be the right of every indi- 
vidual; it may not bring all the necessities 
obtainable with the ordinary wage; but. it cer- 
tainly gives the opportunity to supply some of 

our needs.” 
Mr. Bricpen believes that the idea should 
appeal particularly to the unemployed. 
+>  HLS.M. 
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PEACE NEWS 


Young Beigian Objectors Are | NEWS FROM 


ABROAD) | 


Released from Jail: One Re-arrested Voice of Peace 


SUPPORT NEEDED FOR APPEAL 
TO AUTHORITIES 


HE release from prison of two young Belgian war resisters, 
Henri and Constant Spiessens, is reported in the current issue 


: of The War Resister.* 
imprisonment for their refusal to 


Constant Spiessens is still free, but Henri, 
together with a friend, Jan Keustermans, 
was again arrested as the two were about 
to enter the Roman Catholic Church in 
Antwerp. 

Jan Keustermans is only 22 years old. 
On May 31 last he should, according to 
military procedure, have joined his Regi- 
ment, but did not do so. His first experi- 
ence with the military authorities was 
when he was called up for examination for 
military purposes on September 25, 1936. 
He did not respond. On January 7, 1937, 
he received a notification advising him he 
was liable to be called up, and on April 3 
of the same year he received the notice 
from the Military Council for examination. 
Again he did not respond and was left at 
liberty for some time. 


Could Not Marry 


In 1938 Jan Keustermans desired to be, 


married, but could obtain no authorisation 
from the City because he had not com- 
pleted his military service. On May 3. 1938, 


he was arrested by the Police and brought | 


before the Military Council, where he was 
informed that he must complete three years 
military duty and at the same time he 
obtained the authorization to marry. He 
did so on June 18, 1938, and on the 28th of 
the same month wrote to the Belgian 
Minister for War that he could not join the 
Army because of his conscientious objection 
to militarism. 

On August 3, 1938, he was informed by 
the War Minister that Lis objection could 
not be accepted. A child was born on May 
17, 1939, and shortly afterwards, the father, 
Jan Keustermans, received advice from the 
Military Court that if he did not join the 
Army by June 14, 1939, he would be con- 
sidered as a deserter and liable to arrest. 

He was arrested the following Saturday, 
June 17, when entering the Roman Catholic 
Church in Antwerp, together with his 
friend Henri Spiessens. Both are members 
of the Catholic Church and are in the same 
prison at Rue des Béguines, Antwerp. 


Manifesto to Parliament 


A number of Belgian peace organizations 
(including Het Katholieke Steunkomite 
voor Diestweigeraars om Gewetensbez- 
waren, of Antwerp; V.O.S. (Flemish ex- 
Service men) ; Katholieke Jongeres Vredes 
Aktie (Young Catholics’ Peace Action) ; 
Socialistische Anti-Oorlogsliga (Socialist 
Anti-War League) ; and the Belgian Section 
oi the War Resisters’ International, have 
issued a common manifesto which is being 
addressed to Members of the Belgian Par- 
liament and Members of the Senate, 
asking for the immediate release of both 
men, drawing attention to the Military 
Training Act as passed in Great Britain, 
especially the clauses recognising Con- 
scientious Objectors to Military Service, 
and asking that the same consideration 
should be shown to war resisters in 
Belgium. 

Letters calling for the release of these 
two men would be valuable in supporting 
the propaganda of our Belgian comrades, 
and should be addressed to M. le Ministre 
de la Guerre, Chambre des Députes, 
Bruxelles, Belgium, and M. le Premier 
Ministre, at the same address. 

*The War Resister is published by the War 


Resisters’ International, 11 Abbey Road, Enfield 
Middlesex. 


” 


Young Spaniards in France 


Investigators into the conditions of young 
Spanish refugees in the South of France, on 
behalf of the Relief and Refugee Council of the 
British Youth Peace Assembly, declare in their 
report: “In some respects, the most important 
need of all is to show these people that there 
is still an outside world interested in their fate, 
for under the regime of the camps they are 
terribly isolated.” A system of correspondence 
between young people in this country and young 
Spanish refugees has been established. Letters 
may be forwarded through the committee at 15 
Great James Street, London, W.C.1. 


Both have served long terms of 


train as soldiers. 


Pacifist Concert Party in 


Australia 
A CONCERT party called the “ Peace 
Troup” is one of the novel activities 
of the Newcastle (New South Wales) group 
of the Australian Peace Pledge Union. 
A Peace Van, used for propaganda pur- 
poses, also serves to transport the party. 
The chairman of the group, the Rev. Harold 
King. addressed a crowd numbering thousands 
—including many ex-Service men, on Anzac Day. 


Lady Clare Annesley on 


THE United Christian Petition Move- 

ment, which organizes British towns 
to petition the King for legislation to put 
the economic principles of Christianity on 
the Statute Book and that, by the applica- 
tion of those principles, shall eliminate the 
cause of poverty and war, is now embark- 
ing on a far wider campaign. 

In all countries the average man is alike 
in that he wants to be left in peace to 
pursue his daily work with a modicum of 
prosperity and security. It is certain that 
war results because he is denied the pros- 
perity that he has earned by his own 
scientific achievements. 

So the UCPM, realizing that peace and 
prosperity are, in essence, reciprocal, is 
;now extending its activities to embrace 
many other nations. 


Conferences Abroad 


Jn this wider, international sphere of the 
campaign committees of delegates are; 
being formed in connexion with various) 
influential bodies of sympathizers in USA, | 
Belgium, Canada, China, Denmark, Egypt, 
France, Holland, New Zealand, Turkey, the | 
Scandinavian countries, and those of! 
Central Europe and South America. 


The delegates will visit each country in 
turn and conferences are to be held in the 
principal cities in order to formulate a 
comprehensive statement of objectives and 
to launch campaigns like that now work- 
ing in Britain. 


By these means it is hoped to create a 
mass of public opinion in all countries 
great enough to force governments to act 
upon a defined set of moral principles 
similar to the Six Principles which are the 
Credo of the United Christian Petition 
movement, 


FRANCE HAS 
MANY OBJECTORS: 


Daily Express ” 
Corrected 


| 

THE mistake of the Daily Express in 
| describing Pierre Martin, sentenced 
last month to two years’ imprisonment, as 
“the first conscientious objector France 
has had for many years,” has been cor- 
rected in a letter to that newspaper from 
Eugéne Lagot. The mistake was pointed 
out at the time in Peace News. 


, Eugéne Lagot, Council Member of the 
War Resisters’ International ,and secretary 
of the French League of Conscientious Ob- 
jectors (which has been officially dissolved) 
tells the Daily Express in his letter: 


“1, At present there are more than twenty 
men sentenced to periods varying from one year 
to eighteen months, for opposition to conscrip- 
tion; 

“2. There are_at present in the Prison de la 
Santé two conscientious objectors: Sail Mohamed 
and Roger Coudry. Twenty others who have 
been sentenced will join them. 


' “3. Five other conscientious objectors, includ- 
ing myself, have just been released after serving 
sentences varying from six to twelve months’ 
imprisonment and very heavy fines. 


“4. Frenchmen are fighting to obtain recog- 
nition in France of conscientious objection, in 
the same manner that other Powers, called 
“democratic, pacifist, &e., have recognized it.” 


The United Christian Petition: 
Movement Abroad 


Mr. Robert Scrutton, the founder of the 
movement, is himself going on a world 
tour to make personal contact with the 
committees set up overseas, and to synthe- 
size the various aspects of the national 
objectives arrived at in each place. 

There is already a strong movement in 
America and it is urging us to do our 
utmost to unite public opinion in Britain in 
the decided demand for peace and the 
economic reforms that, alone, can evoke it. 


Plan for London Pageant 


Preparations are in hand for a London 
pageant that will present the campaign in 
the form of a series of theatrical tableaux. 
It is hoped to stage this show at the Tower 
of London, and part of the presentation 
will be a procession of barges from the 
Tower up the Thames to County Hall cul 
minating in a grand send-off for the over- 
seas delegates. 


Quakers Aid Refugees 


The German Emergency Committee of the 
Society of Friends obtained. during June, per- 
mission from the Home Office for 215 British 
visas to be granted to German refugees. This 


| accounts for just under 300 individuals. 


About 300 refugees actually arrived in the 
country during May and June through the com- 
mittee and 111 were emigrated, 43 from this 
country, and the rest direct from abroad. 


at American 
Exhibition 


"THE individual man and woman's power 

to choose between war or peace is the 
theme of one of the exhibits at the Golden 
Gate International ‘Exposition, in Cali- 
fornia. 


A thirty-foot prismatic glass “peace 
beacon” surmounts the exhibit, and can be 
mounted by the visitor by means of a stair- 
way inside. Here the “ Voice of Peace,” 
coming from an unknown source, urges the 
visitor to do four things for peace: 

Demand that the Government call a progres- 
sive world economic conference; 


Demand by letter that the US Congress and 
business secure a type of world trade that will 
benefit all nations; 


Instruct diplomats that “we must have peace 
through co-operation—not victory through vio- 
lence”; 


Elect to office “men and women who will act 
to bring peace through intelligence, not force.” 

The rest of the exhibit is designed to 
stress what war really means, and to show 
how men and nations depend upon each 
other’s co-operation for security and pros- 
perity. 

Peace Projects, Inc. the exhibitors, 
| represent about 6,000,000 y eople in the USA 
—members of 27 peace, r-ligious, and other 
groups. 


‘Nazis Irritated by Czech 
Resistance 


Expressions of exasperation and of warn- 
ing by the German authorities confirm the 
reports published in Peace News recently 
that the Czechs have adopted passive re- 
sistance to Hitler’s rule. 


In particular, delay by the Czechs in 
adopting new street names, and the atti- 
tude of officials toward the German lan- 
guage are reported to be irritating the 
Nazis. 


As a result of the warnings from the 
Germans the Acting Czech Premier, Dr. 
Havelka, broadcast last week a speech 
begging the Czech people to take to heart 
the real meaning of the changes that took 
place on March 15. 


CONGRESS PLANS TO DOUBLE 


INDIAN NATIONAL INCOME 


Wit the object of planning to increase | 


India’s: national income to two or 
three times as much as at present, within a 
period of ten years, the Planning Com- 
mittee appointed by the Indian National 
Congress has recently held several! sittings. 

The committee also stresses, among its 


Durban Pacifists 
Cause a Stir 


objects, the more equitable distribution of POSTERS displayed at a Peace Stall 


the national income. 

It has discussed the question of entry and 
control for foreign capital into India, a 
special sub-committee for which has been 
appointed. 

Other sub-committees have been formed to 
deal with: (1) agriculture and cottage and rural 
districts; (2) power and fuel; (3) chemicals; (4) 
mining and metallurgical industry; (5) machines 
and machine-tools; (6) other manufacturing in- 
dustries; (7) labour other than agriculture and 
unemployment: (8) domestic and foreign trade; 
(9) industrial finance; (10) insurance; (11) trans- 
port services, including railways, river and sea 
and air; (12) transport industry including auto- 
mobile locomotives, ships and aircraft; (13) com- 
munications including telegraph, telephone and 
radio; and (14) public health including housing 
services and industries in connexion with it. 
such as pharmaceutical appliances. general 
education, technical education, development and 
research. 


French Ex-Soldiers Plead 
for Refugees 


French decrees against the entry of 
foreigners, which operate almost entirely 
against refugees, are condemned in a reso- 
lution adopted by the Ligue des Anciens 
Combattants Pacifistes (League of Pacifist 
Ex-Soldiers). 

Urging the repeal of the decrees, the 
League urges legislation “ more worthy of 
republican France.” 

To give effect to its stand in this matter 
the League is approaching ex-Service men’s 
bodies and other interested organizations. 


arranged by the Durban section of 
the War Resisters’ International caused a 
stir at the Durban Agricultural Show. 


One man told one of the pacifists, ‘ But 
I will be shot if I don't fight.” 


When the pacifist pointed out that he 
would most probably be shot if he did join 
up, a prospect which had not struck him, 
he agreed that it was far better to be shot 
for a good cause than for a bad one! 


Pacifist leaflets were distributed at the 
show, only “die-hards” refusing them. 
Not one leaflet was afterwards thrown 
away. 


Durban pacifists were helped by supplies of 
free literature from organizations in England— 
the Northern Friends Peace Board, Peace Pledge 
Union, War Resisters’ International, and Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation. 


The WRI section in Pietermaritzburg also held 


a successful peace stall recently. “ 


Read the 
SOCIALIST CASE 
AGAINST WAR in 


“FORWARD ” 


Every Friday 2d. 
HONEST, FEARLESS, INDEPENDENT 


Send postcard for sample enpy to: 
26, Civic Street, Glasgow, C.4, 
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27th in our “Speaking Personally” series : 


J. D. BERESFORD : 


Teach the People 
That They Can 


End War 


WO things are very clear in 
my own mind, and I made 


some sort of statement of them 
in my first article. But I will repeat 
them now in another form before 
going on to suggest that if the world 
at large is ever to know the benefits 
of internationalism and permanent 
peace, we shall have to tackle our 
problems from the root up. 


The League of Nations was an attempt 
to graft an olive branch on a rotten stock. 
We must do better than that. 

The first thing is the flat affirmation, made 
without any qualifications whatever, that 
war serves no good purpose. Indeed it can 
serve no purpose at all, so long as we are 
too humanitarian or too afraid of world 
criticism to carry it to its logical conclusion. 

if, say, Germany, Italy and Japan were 
prepared and had the ability to conquer 
the whole earth, their purpose could only 
be satisfactorily achieved by exterminating 
so great a proportion of the conquered 
populations that no further resistance 
could ever be possible. After that, pre- 
sumably, two of the victors would com- 
bine and exterminate the third, before 
fighting each other to a finish. 

Utterly ridiculous, of course, but so long 
as we stop short of exterminating our 
opponents, the decisions arrived at by a 
war only hold good for a generation—not 
long enough for the victor to recover from 
the disablities he has incurred. 


The Fault of Education 


The second thing is that although the 
truth of my first statement has been clearly 
seen and acknowledged by statesmen and 
economists, an absurdly large majority of 
people continues to regard war as inevit- 
able. 

Tnis strange unreasonable belief is due 
to the acceptance of the principles, 
arummed into them from childhood on- 
ward, of nationalism, capitalism, and what- 
ever sort of government they may be born 
to suffer under. And until we can change 
that belief, whenever a crisis comes, and 
the automatic acceptance of these princi- 
ples is played upon and used by those who, 
for whatever purpose, desire war, the 
reasoning few will be powerless to main- 
tain peace. 

The obvious remedy is the revision as 
soon as possible of our methods of educa- 
tion. If we are to change the belief that 
war is a necessary evil, we should begin 
by teaching all the children in our schools 
firstly that nationalism is foolishness, and 
secondly that if a great majority of the 
people earnestly desires any particular re- 
form, it can insist upon and get it in face 
of any minority, however wealthy and well- 
armed. 


* 


NJO remedy could be more simple. It is, 
4% for instance, as simple as telling a man 
who is dying of thirst in the centre of the 
Sahara, that all he needs to cure him is a 
sufficiency of water. 

Because it is just as difficult to get the 
change of education we insist upon, as it 
would be to get a change of our monetary 
system, merely by pointing out that the 
present system of banking could be 
changed to the immense advantage of 
everyone below the £1,000-a-year class. 
Unfortunately we have lost the knack of 
razing the walls of Jericho by blowing a 
trumpet, possibly because there are so 
many trumpets tuned to so many different 
keys. 


Another objection that is commonly 


advanced against even beginning to con- 
sider educational reform in this connexion 
is that it takes too long, that even if we 
could begin tomorrow, many years would 


-heart.” 


be necessary before the scheme would 
exercise any influence, and that what we 
have to do is to stave off war now. What 
use is it to read up the principles of 
building construction when the house is 
threatening to fall? What we have to do 
is to shore it up for time being. 


Keeping War at Bay 


I am perfectly ready to admit the 
validity of this objection and equally ready 
to subscribe to and support any plan that 
will serve our present purpose of keeping 
war at bay until we have time to establish 
peace On a more permanent basis. 

One such plan, for instance, is that of the 
Federal Union, which aims at estahblishiag 
a world-government to decide certain inter- 
national questions, and would bear much 
the same kind of relation to the separate 
nations involved that Parliament bears to 
Local Councils. There may be many mem- 
bers of the Peace Pledge Union, however. 
who will refuse to support that plan since 
it involves in the first instance the backing 
of an armed force and, if the threat of the 
federated rations were not overwhelmingly 
powerful, might lead to war. 

It is also unpleasantly reminiscent of the 
traditional policy, which aimed at main- 
taining the Balance of Power. But I find 
in it the promise of a postponing political 
implement, and as such I can approve its 
methods—although they would have no 
chance of success unless the USA sincerely 
and vigorously joined the democracies, 
including Scandinavia. from the very 
beginning. 


* 


DUT now having admitted my readiness 

to lend a hand in shoring up the 
present crazy fabric, I still claim that it is 
not too soon to consider the question of re- 
building on a sound foundation. 

I claim further that so long as our general 
re-education of the people is postponed, the 
threat of war will never be removed. Let 
us suppose, for instance, that the scheme 
of the Federal Union succeeded beyond all 
our hopes, that the totalitarian States 
joined us and we achieved Tennyson’s 
vision of “the Parliament of Man, the Fed- 
eration of the World,” should we, as a 
matter of fact, be safe from war for ever? 

I have no shadow of hesitation in saying 
that we should not. The cause of wars lies 
deeper than those national jealousies and 
ambitions that threaten us with disaster at 
the present moment. It lies deeper than 
the differences of religion and politics. It 
lies, in fact, in the individual’s vanity and 
lust for power, his desire to impose his per- 
sonal opinions on all those who disagree 
with him, and in his capacity for anger and 
hate—all of which can be satisfied in face 
of a strong opposition only by the resort to 
force. 


“A Few Simple Truths ” 


It may appear from this that I am about 
to offer that counsel of perfection which 
arises from the belief in man’s inherent 
goodness, and his potentiality if convinc- 
ingly worked upon to put off the old Adam 
and set out to love God and his neighbour 
with a joyful mind. But although I do, 
with certain reservations, subscribe to the 
first clause of that belief, I know very well 
that there is no royal road to the kind of 
conversion spoken of as “a change of 
If the principles summarized in 
the Sermon on the Mount have, after nine- 
teen hundred years of urgent preaching, 
(accompanied by uncommonly little prac- 
tice), brought us to the present state, it 
would be vain, indeed, to suppose that their 
repetition will be suddenly charged with a 
new magic. 

Wherefore when I advocate re-education 
in this connexion, I,do not include in my 
syllabus the tenets of any sectarian re- 


“¥f the mass of the people were 
brought up to realize that they were 
powerful enough to refuse to be made 
the tools of the self-seeking few, there 
could be no more large-scale wars.” 

J. D. Beresford makes this assertion 
in the second of his two articles in 
our series “Speaking Personally,” 
and also indicates his attitude toward 
plans (such as a federal union) which 
“will serve our present purpose of 
keeping war at bay until we have 
time to establish peace on a more per- 
manent basis.” 

The next writer in this series will 
be 

ETHEL MANNIN 


The first of her three articles will 
appear next week. 

Previous contributors have _in- 
cluded Lord Ponsonby, Laurence 
Housman, Vera Brittain, Middleton 
Murry, Max Plowman, and Leonard 
Barnes. 
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ligion, so many of which have provided 
excuse in the past for “ battle, murder and 
sudden death.” For that item I would 
substitute a few simple truths concerning 
the worldly as well as spiritual advantages 
to be gained by uniting in good will with 
all our fellows, and when any crisis arises, 
provoked by the tyranny, autocracy and 
oppression of the minority, our ability to 
undermine and destroy it by passive resist- 
ance. 
If the mass of the people were brought up 
to realize that they were powerful enough 
to refuse to be made the tools of the self- 
seeking few, there could be no more large- 
scale wars. And I have little fear that the 
self-seeking few would join issue with 
their opponents unsupported by soldiers. 


* 


I HAVE no space here to detail a pro- 

gramme of the kind of general educa- 
tional scheme that I suggest as the only 
method by which permanent peace may be 
assured. 

Most of the necessary elements will be 
found in Edmond Holmes’s What Is and 
What Might Be (Constable’s Miscellany 
Library), and there are many valuable 
suggestions and a projected syllabus on 
what I claim to be the right lines, in Mrs. 
Wynne-Tyson’s Prelude to Peace (The 
C. W. Daniel Co.), in which the author 
outlines a scheme for what she calls “ The 
World-Brotherhood Educational Move- 
ment.” Those two books are sufficient for 
a beginning. 

In conclusion, I would insist that all the 
methods by which we may shore up and 
underpin the decaying fabric of our pre- 
sent civilization can be only temporary 
measures at the most. I am ready to sup- 
port them to the best of my ability, be- 
cause they may provide us with a breath- 
ing space in which to plan our re-building. 

But until the vast uncreative, docile and 
for the most part unreasoning majority of 
mankind shall be instructed from their 
youth up to hate war, to know that there 
is no reason why they should not all live 
in security and comfort—sinee the abund- 
ance of the earth is able to supply all their 
needs if it be justly cultivated and equably 
distributed—to understand th: certain 
truth that happiness can be found only in 
good will to all men—until, I say, those 
objects are accomplished there can never 
be an end of war. 

And why should we delay the effort to 
begin at once, because temporary measures 
are necessary to avert immediate destruc- 
tion? 


| Against Unemployment 


In our July 7 issue we outlined the aims 
of the National Association Against Unem- 
ployment. Since then, however, they have 
been before the Council and Sponsors for 
revision, so that now the official immediate 
objects are: 

1. To create an informed public opinion on 
the extent and the inhumanity of the evil of un- 


employment based upon a study of the facts and 
all their implications. 

2. To promote immediate measures for the 
mitigation of the more urgent sufferings of the 
unemployed. 

3. To awaken the public conscience and to 
work unremittingly for the total conquest of un- 
employment. 

4. With these objects in view, they propose— 
(a) to form local associations; (b) to seek co- 


operation with existing associations for a co- 
ordinated National effort. 


Anyone wishing to help the Association 
should write to the Secretary, Mr, W. G. 
Millman, Kingsway Hall, Kingsway, Lon- 
don, W.C.2. 
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Paeifists Tried to Anscrer 
a Reader's Poser: 


UNCONVINCED, 
MR. RIMMER 
REPLIES 


The author of the non-pacifist argument 
recently published in Peace News gives 
below his reply to the pacifist “ counter- 
attack,” as expressed in correspondence we 
published on the subject. 


x * * 


"THE signing of a pledge of peace implies 
4 a determination to hold fast in time 
of war to one’s pacifist convictions and way 
of life irrespective of the causes and conse- 
quences of the war. Thus a pacifist must 
consider his beliefs and actions to be true 
and justifiable in time of war even if the 
assumptions of the non-pacifist argument 
be admitted as true. Hence, it seems to 
me, for a reply to the non-pacifist argument 
to be thoroughly convincing and satisfac- 
tory, it must accept the possible truth of 
the non-pacifist assumptions as the basis of 


the discussion. 

None of the writers of the three prize-winning 
replies to the non-pacifist argument appears to 
have consciously realized this fact and to have 
deliberately confined the pacifist counter-attack 
within these limits. It is thus possible even for 
a pacifist (cf. R. W. Dent, Peace News, 23/6/39) 
to find most of their arguments unconvincing. 


Two Relevant Arguments 

If it is granted that for a non-pacifist to be 
converted to pacifism he must first be convinced 
that pacifism in time of war is justifiable even 
though the assumptions of the non-pacifist 
argument be admitted as true—if this be 
granted. then only two relevant arguments 
emerge from the pacifist counter-attack 

The first of the two arguments forms the con- 
cluding part of Miss. Olive Robotham’s letter. 
“My real objection,” she says, “is that the end 
never justifies the means. We ought to do what 
we feel to be right now, whatever we fear the 
consequences may be.” 

In other words, one is never justified in doing 
evil, even if the aim be to establish a good. It 
may also be reasonably argued—as Aldous 
Huxley has argued—that a good end cannot in 
fact be established by evil means. 

A pacifist can thus maintain that, even granted 
the possible truth of the non-pacifist assumptions, 
a military victory will not provide a solution to 
the problem under discussion, for war is an evil. 
He can maintain that only by the good means 
proposed by him can a potential Nazi menace ke 
adequately met. It seems to me, therefore, that 
it would have been well for Miss Robotham to 
have confined herself simply to her moral argu- 
ment. 

The second relevant argument is implied in 
the concluding words of the letter by Mr. 
Sparkes. “As the British militarists had failed.” 
he says, “so would the Nazis fail to make paci- 
fists surrender to dictation, since commands and 
laws without obedience are wasted noise and 
script.” 

The conclusion to be drawn is that if pacifists 
were numerous enough to cause the military 
defeat of England, then pacifists would also be 
numerous enough to assume the moral leader- 
ship of the nation along a path of effective 
passive resistance. 

If means determine ends, it can thus be main- 
tained that in this way England would be freed 
from a Nazi menace, whereas such could not be 
the outcome of a military victory over Germany. 


Certain Conditions Assumed 

The argument is a good one. But it is neces- 
sary to emphasize that the argument assumes the 
fulfilment of certain conditions, namely: (1) that 
pacifists are prepared to accept responsibility 
for the consequences of their beliefs and 
actions; (2) that pacifists are sufficiently 
organized and disciplined to offer effective 
passive resistance to any invading victors. 

If these conditions are fulfilled, the argument 
is an adequate reply to the non-pacifist afgu- 
ment. 

Thus the pacifist counter-attack consists of 
two effective arguments, one based on moral and 
the other on practical considerations. The 
moral argument is true for all circumstances, 
but the validity of the practical argument 
depends upon the fulfilment of certain qualifying 
conditions. The moral argument is thus more 
fundamental than the practical. 

My own belief is that, even granted all the 
non-pacifist assumptions, the non-pacifist argu- 
ment can be adequately met both from the 
moral and from the religious standpoints. 

The moral standpoint is surnmed up in Jesus’ 
words: “ Love your enemies,” “ Resist not evil.” 
“Do good to them that hate you,” and in 
Socrates’ principle that it is wrong to return 
evil for evil. Man must hold fast to the good 
and the true despite consequences. 


The Religious Standpoint 

The Christian illustrates the religious stand- 
point. The Christian can meet evil and oppres- 
sion undismayed, for the symbol of his religion 
is a Cross, and he can look beyond a crucifixion 
to a resurrection. He can stand firm in his faith 
that the righteous are in the hands of God, and 
that goodness and truth must ultimately triumph. 

This brings me to my final point. Though the 
immediate consequences of his actions may seem 
to be deplorable, yet the pacifist can believe that 
in the long run his actions will be for the good of 
his brethren. Jesus and Socrates were both con- 
demned to death on a charge of atheism and 
immorality, but both have exerted a powerful 
and beneficent influence upon the thoughts and 
lives of succeeding generations, and they are 
still bright stars beckoning man on to high and 
noble things. Thus the pacifist can take a long- 
range view of his activities. The non-pacifist 
argument, on the contrary, takes into considera- 
tion only their immediate possible consequences. 


John J. Rimmer 
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CLARENCE K. STREIT, 


Author of Union Now. on 


The Federal Union Plan 


Congress and elsewhere, in the proposals for a federal union, 


B crves of the interest shown at the recent National Peace 


we print below a message on the subject sent to the Congress 
by Clarence K. Streit which arrived too late to be read to the 


delegates. 


Mr. Streit is author of Union Now, the book which has done 
much to awaken interest in the federal union proposal, of which 
he is one of the best-known advocates. 


AY E Americans who call ourselves 

Unionists* mean to do our part to 
secure now to all men equally those rights 
to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness 
to which we each were born. We believe 
that governments are instituted among men 
to secure these rights for them, and that 
whenever any form of government be- 
comes destructive of these ends it is the 
right of the people to alter or to abolish it, 
and to institute new government. 

We believe that the form of government 
now governing the relations between our- 
selves, yourselves, the Canadians, South 
Africans, Australians, New Zealanders, 
Irish, French, Swiss, Belgians, Nether- 
landers, Danes, Norwegians, Swedes, and 
Finns has become destructive of these ends. 

It is sacrificing needlessly, dangerously, 
and more and more, the rights of man to 
the rights of States. It demands more and 
more in taxes and military duty. It no 
longer provides a stable money. It gives 
us much less freedom to trade and travel 
and work and play and live in the world 
than it gave a generation ago when it cost 
far less. All the time it is costing more 
and giving less to everyone, except those 
few into whose hands it centres governing 
power—a power that is daily becoming a 
greater power of life and death over each 
of us. It is increasingly exposing us 
common men and women to unemploy- 
ment. dictatorship, war, hunger, shame, 
and death. 


New Government Needed 
We believe that the time has now come 


_ to abolish the form of government now 


governing our relations with the peoples of 
these other democracies, and to join with 
them 1n instituting a new government, as 
did the democracies of America in 1787-89 
when they found a similar form of govern- 
ment was destroying their lives, liberties, 
and happiness. 

We believe that experience has shown 
that the Federal Union form of govern- 
ment then established in the Constitution 
of the United States of America, and since 
tested in Canada, Australia, the Union of 
South Africa, Switzerland, and elsewhere, 
is the form of inter-state government 
among democraciz3 that best secures the 
individual's life, liberty, and happiness. 

Therefore we are working for the insti- 
tution of a Federal Union now among the 
United States, the United Kingdom, 
Canada, the Union of South Africa, Aus- 
tralia, New Zealand, Ireland, France, 
Switzerland, Belgium, Holland, Denmark, 
Norway, Sweden, Finland, and perhaps 
other democracies as founders. We are 
working for it as the first practical step 
toward a more perfect union of all men to 
be achieved by the peaceful admission of 
still more democracies to it as rapidly as 
this would promote individual freedom, 
peace, and plenty. 


Meaning of “ Union” 

By Union we mean an inter-State gov- 
ernment that shall be, like every democ- 
racy in it. a government of the people, by 
the people, for the people, and strictly 
limited to those fields of government we 
expressly delegate to it. We mean that the 
Union shall have a constitutional, repre- 
sentative government, 

Elected by the citizens of the democ- 
racies in it as its free and equal makers; 

Empowered by them to raise from 
them individually the means of govern- 
ing them individually wherever they 
empower it to govern them at all; 

Guaranteeing each of them equally 
these three sets of individual rights: 

1, Their rights as men to freedom of speech, 
press, conscience, association, jury trial—alt 
the rights of man; 

2. Their rights as citizens of their nation to 
complete national self-government in all fields 
they do net expressly transfer from their 
national government to the Union; 

3. Their right as citizens of the Union to 
vote, trade, travel, study, work, play, and live 
freely and equally before the law anywhere 
in the territory of the Union, to enjoy a 
common Union money, postal, and communica- 
*Not to be confused with the narmower use of 

the title in British polittes—Ep, 


tions system, and to be protected in all their 
rights—individual, national and Union—by a 
Union defence force. 


Such, priefly, is what we mean by 
Union. And we mean to make this Union 
now so that all those who have died for it 
shall not have died in vain, and so that 
millions more need not be slain to ensure 
that government of the people, by the 
people, for the people shall not perish but 
grow freely round the earth. 


Enthusiasm in America 

This Fourth of July we Unionists of 
America ask you democrats of Britain— 
eight score and three years after our sepa- 
ration—to join with us in working for this, 
our Union, now. We have got the men and 
we have got the money to make this world 
a world of freedom, peace and plenty. 
Have we not got the will to do it? 

Those who are not already astonished at 
the way the Union proposal has spread 
and roused enthusiasm among Americans 
will be before the year is out. I am not 


this country, nor of the great difficulties 
we face. But I am perhaps in a better 
position than many others to judge the 
future of this idea from its past; and <3 far, 
stage for stage, its progress here—and else- 
where—has surpassed my expectations. 

Instead of making first some central 
organization, we have preferred to see if 
local organizations would rise of their own 
accord. They have done so, beginning in 
New York City, and there are now com- 
mittees for the Union here from Boston to 
Los Angeles, and from the State of Wash- 
ington back to Washington, D.C. Now they 
are organizing themselves into a national 
organization with provisional headquarters 
at Union House, 445 West 23rd Street, New 
York City (where Unionists from overseas, 
are as welcome as those from the United 
States). 

It is expected that a provisional national 
organization will be formed this month, to 
be placed on a permanent basis later in 
the year by a national convention. Leaflets, 
pamphlets, and a monthly new organ, 
Union Now Bulletin, which reports the 
progress of the idea round the world are 
already available. 

I cannot begin to say how encouraged I 
have been by the British response to the 
Union idea and by the work for it already 
done by Federal Union at 44 Gordon 
Square, London. W.C.1. 


Union or War 
It is increasingly my belief that the 
Union will come with miraculous speed 
when it does come, just as it did with us 
in 1787. My reasoned belief is that we 
shall none of us b2 able to stay out of wart 


for two years more unless we make this 
Union, and that if war does come before it 
is made—as is only too probable—the 
United States will not enter it except ona 
Union basis. AsI put it in my talks here, 
if we do let the war come on, we shall still 
be faced by the same problem: How shall 
we organize our relations with the other 
democracies, and what shall we fight for? 
By a Federal Union, the form of govern- 
ment on which we have grown up, or by a 
league of alliance, the form we have 
always rejected? For the freedom of the 
State, or for the freedom of the individual? 

Now that the issue has been put squarely 
here, there is no dodging it, arr there can 
and will be but the Union answer to it 
here. Can there be another answer to it 
from your side? That would be a tragedy 
indeed. 

We have an opportunity now that has 
never come before, or that, if lost, may be 
lost for ages—dark ages. What greater, 
what more urgent task can we on either 


side the Atlantic devote ourselves to today j 


than the making of the Union? I leave it 
to you each to answer for yourselves, but 
the gun that ends the time for answering 
is not in my hands. 


CALCULATIONS 
IN HORROR 


“FN this far-off country (China) children 

and women and men continued (and 
continue) to die nine every thirty seconds 
—eighteen a minute — 26,000 a day— 
10,000,000 a year—20,000,000 since July 7, 
1937: 


“One authority says twenty-five not 
twenty million have died, and that 
150,000,000, not 50,000,000 are destitute. But 
only one thing is sure—human beings have 
never died in war as they are dying in 
China... 


“We have got the idea that war is 
wrong, which to me (a very small-time 
philosopher) seems important .. .” 

—O. D. Gallagher in the Daily Express 


* 


“For the average person we could con- 
struct a Table of Comparative Deaths, 
which might go like this: 

“10,000,000 deaths from famine in China 

= (in horror) 100,000 deaths from 
earthquake in Sicily 

= (in horror) 1,000 deaths from influ- 
enza in Brighton 

= (in horror) 10 deaths from typhoid 
in one’s own village 

= (in horror) 1 sudden death of a 
friend. 

Sudden death of 1,000 friends = (in 

horror) DEATH OF ONESELF.” 


—A. A. Milne in Peace With Honour, 


Peace Through F: riendship 


unaware of how much there is yet to do in | MANY years ago Aristotle pointed out 


that there can be no justice without 
friendship, and it is salutary to weigh this 
statement against the widespread belief of 
today that justice can be defended by force 
of arms. 

This idea of friendship as a prerequisite 
for the establishment of international jus- 
tice is both the method and the objective 
of the International Friendship League, 
whose aim is best expressed in the word¢’ 
of its motto, ‘Peace Through Friendship.” 

The real qualities of friendship lie in 
practical understanding, and it is in an 
effort to promote this international under- 
standing that the IFL is, in spite of in- 
creasing difficulties, gradually extending 
the number of its international friendship 
holiday centres throughout Europe. 

These centres, open to all young people, 
are usually arranged in a school or college 
building lent by the authorities, equipped 
by the generosity of sympathizers and 
staffed by volunteers from local branches. 
The cost is thus kept to a minimum and 
accommodation is comparable to that of a 
good youth hostel. 

* 

The IFL is not a British organization; it 
has national sections in many European 
countries. At each centre there is a gather- 
ing of representatives of many national- 
alities living together in an international 
community, going on inexpensive excur- 
sions together, visiting places of interest 
together, sharing points of view, studying 
one another's languages and customs. 

These centres, fifty-four in all, are scat- 
tered throughout Belgium. England, Esto- 
nia, Finland, France, Germany, Holland. 


Hungary, Italy, Norway, Sweden, Switzer- 
land and Wales. Some are by the sea, some 
in the country, some in mountain districts 
and some in towns. The majority of them 
are open during July and August and many 
during June and September as well. That 
they make holidays abroad possible for 
JSung people of limited means is obvious 
from the fact that a week on the Norman 
Coast costs £4 1s. including return travel 
from London and all food and accommoda- 
tion whilst at the centre. 


* 


There is a body of opinion which holds 
that we should boycott those nations whose 
political ideologies are so different from 
our own. We believe that it is this acute 
sense of nationalism which divides one 
nation from another. Anything which 
attempts to foster this feeling can only im- 
part to another country a sense of isola- 
tion on which its propaganda flourishes. 

The IFL is not a travel agency, although 
foreign travel is one of the practical ways 
in which it can express itself. There is a 
closely-knit fellowship behind these holi- 
days which, through its weekly branch 
meetings all over the country, its educa- 
tional activities, and its concern for the 
welfare of visiting “ foreigners,” does much 
to cultivate a feeling of kinship with 
people of other nationalities and to develop 
a sense of international citizenship. 

The headquarters cf the British Section 
is at 114/116, Southampton Row, London, 
W.C.1, and further particulars may be 
obtained there. 


Ronald Plani 


F. N. Bursill. 
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PEACE NEWS'|ON TO THE 
FIRST MILLION! 


Editorial], Publishing, and Advertisement Offices: 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
Telephone: Stamford Hill 6157 


Subscription Rates: Quarterly: 2s. 9d. Yearly: 10s. 6d. 


THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION welcomes all who accept the 
pacifist doctrine, no matter what their approach. Its activity 
is not confined to the registration of those who are opposed to 
war, but promotes and encourages a constructive peace policy. 
Members are attached to local groups designed to achieve a 
communal peace mentality and extend the influence of pacifism 
by propaganda and personal example. Give your pledge on a 
postcard :— 


I renounce war and I will never support or sanction 
another 


Sign this, add your address, and send the card to the Peace 
Pledge Union, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. . 


July 28, 1939. 


The Editor‘s Point ot View 


The Alternatives 


"PHS newspaper continues to put first the case for a 

peaceful solution of the problems which everyone 
knows must be settled soon if the only other alternative, 
war, is to be avoided. It will continue to do so so long 
as it remains “the very next step” (to use Lord 
Ponsonby’s words in a recent issue) to halt the drift to 
disaster which can be the only result of massing might 
against might. 


For such a simple step it is not only possible but 
necessary for pacifists to seek the aid of any who, what- 
ever their view of “the faith called pacifism,” realize 
that war is so great a disaster that, if only for that reason, 
the employment of peaceful means at once must be 
insisted upon. 


That is not to betray those who are patiently trying 
to build peace upon the sure foundation of a faith and 
a spirit of peace. Nor it it to ignore the difficulties 
involved in the details of the particular problems. 


It is simply to demand that, whatever the rights and 
wrongs of the issues involved, and whatever tasks may 
be¢ ahead of us, those issues must be immediately dealt 
with by means of conciliation, discussion, or whatever 
you like to call it, and not left to be dealt with by war, 
which can never settle them but only produce chaos. 


* 


Statements made in Berlin and Warsaw during the 
past week do not seem at first sight to hold out much 
hope of this demand being met. They show both sides 
apparently firmly in the saddles of their high horses. 
And to make matters worse, spokesmen for this country 
have insisted that we will not try to get one of them 
to dismount. 


Both sides bandy about, in support of their positions, 
arguments from past history and future need. But if 
reference to history can prove anything, it should prove 
that not only war, but even the “ peaceful” control (to 
the exclusion of neighbours) of the means of life—on 
however sound a basis—is no solution for the differences 
that will always arise while there is competition for the 
right to live. 


If that was true in the “spacious” days of the past, 
it is even more true now that the “shrinking” of the 
world has made us all neighbours. And it would apply 
particularly to Eastern Europe, of coursé, if Danzig were 
returned to Germany (though it should be pointed out 
that in that event Poland would not be any more 
vulnerable than she is now). 


* 


That scarcely makes the task of seeking a settlement 
any easier. 


But it does make it simpler, and if only people could 
be made to see the issue in those simple terms, instead 
of being bewildered by the complications arising from 
a variety of interests, they would surely demand that 
a peaceful solution be found in spite of the immense 
difficulties. 


The essential difficulty is, of course, that of 
persuading statesmen (not to mention the peoples) who 
have been brought up on the idea that competition, 
rivalry, and (“if necessary”) war are only means of 
getting on in life to adopt instead the method of 
co-operation, sharing, and generosity. 


* 


It is a tall order. But let it be realized what our 
alternatives are if we allow it to be too tall an order 
to tackle. 


The alternative is either for Poland to place herself 
at the mercy ot a Germany whose record cannot inspire 
confidence in her notion of protection or for Poland to 
throw not only herself, but virtually the whole world 
into the throes of a war that would certainly know no 
mercy for any. 

Just because the alternatives are so grim, may we 
not hope that what has so far seemed to so many to be 
merely utopian will at last be seen for what it is—the 
only realistic policy before us ? 


Humphrey 8. Moore 


of the population to influence the nation’s 

political policy. This does not, of course, 
refer to an international crisis, which can very 
easily swing the nation over on a major issue, 
overnight. 

Five percent of our population means that 
we must get two million pacifists to change this 
country’s imperialist policy to one such as 
members of the Peace Pledge Union dream of. 

Two million members cf the PPU seems a far cry when 


we think that our numbers at present reach only 127,000 
but, on the other hand, it appears to be well within our 


I T has been said that it needs but five percent 


grasp when we remember that last year, in a few months, 


a million signatures were obtained to the National Peti- 
tion for a New World Conference. 

We want two million active pacifists. 

I do not think that I am very wide of the mark when I 
state that the prime function of the PPU is to spread the 
gospel of pacifism everywhere, and pacifism, like charity, 
begins at home. If our work is to be effective and worth 
while, the gospel must be spread until we have reached 
the two million mark, as a good basis, and then on to still 
greater numbers 


2,000,000 in Ten Years! 


Are we planning to achieve some objective or just pass- 
ing the word along in a leisurely and indifferent fashion, 
believing, as we have often heard it said, that pacifism is 
a hundred years ahead of its time, and so why hurry? 

If we assume that consistently throughout the year the 
number of new members of the PPU will be maintained 
at one thousand per month, we find that it would take 
about one hundred and fifty years to get our two million 
members, providing no-one died in the meantime! 

At the present rate of progress there is no hope of con- 
verting this country to pacifism. 

The rate of progress, must therefore, be increased im- 
mediately. We must get that two million signatures, not 
in 150 years but in ten! 


* 


Ww have ten years in which to make the 
world (to change England means to 
change the world) a fit place for pacifists to live 
in. Can we do it ? 


Our first objective must be to get one million signa- 
tures in five years as a result of a carefully prepared Five 
Year Plan, a second five year plan being drawn up later 
as a result of knowledge gained from the experience of 
the first plan. 

The Youth Campaign must be launched with vigour 
and determination throughout the whole of the country. 

Missionary work by inspired men and women must be 
carried out in every town and village. 

The Provinces must be developed into groups, regions, 
and areas. 


Youth Campaign 


Each of the above requires immediate attention, the 
Youth Campaign being the most urgent, as it is essential 
that we should get the youth of this country into our 
te before the iron hand of the militarist falls upon 
them. 

A campaign as suggested above is already being pre- 
pared by certain youthfui members of the PPU and with 
the PPU’s blessing; but more than a blessing is required. 

Every school where there are boys and girls over four- 
teen years of age, every educational establishment in the 
country must be picketed and an attractive preliminary 
leaflet distributed, followed up each month by others. 
A campaign amongst teachers should also be launched at 
the same time. 

Youth must be encouraged to realize that it is worth 
striving in a crusade to free their future from the fetters 
of imperialism. Once started they will, I am certain, 
surge ahead, but it is our job to see that the start is a good 
one. 

I am amazed to find in many towns and villages in the 
East Midlands, pecple who have never heard of the Peace 
Pledge Union, and the same, I expect, is being experi- 
enced by many members throughout the country. 

It is only real missionary work that can spread pacifism 
in these places: roving ambassadors who, in telling the 
word, will sow the seed for further cultivation, resulting 
eventually in bringing into our ranks many thousands of 
natural pacifists who are just waiting for a lead. 

A Peace News agent must be established in every town 
and village. 


* 


HAT kind of organization are we to have ? 

\ \ Already we have a democratic basis ; 

individuals gathered into groups, groups linked 

together into regions and regions into areas ; 

each area having direct representation on the 
governing body, the National Council. 


But further organization is needed if we are to get 
those million members in five years. 

There must be a full time organizer with a publicity 
van in every. area, and a “ Dick Sheppard Centre” in 
every Region before the end of 1940. 


By G. Charles 
E BALDWIN 


Sceptics of organization point to certain political par- 
ties and, with condemning finger and shaking head, de- 
clare that they have lost their souls through “ over- 
organization,” and, at the slightest hint of co-ordination, 
prophesy the same lingering death for the PPU. 


“Service” Not “Self” 


Of course, most political parties are soul-less but that 
is because they have allowed “ self” to displace “ service ” 
and their organizations to become composed, mainly, of 
office-seeking leaders with the rank and file dragging at 
their heels. 

The Peace Pledge Union can become a society of 
Leaders with every man and woman a potential leader, if 
it is organized on right lines. 

As each group is formed a leader should be elected for 
twelve months only, at the same time, or as soon as pos- 
sible thereafter, a deputy group leader should also be 
appointed. This deputy becomes the group leader the 
following year when someone else is then appointed to 
succeed the previous deputy leader. 

Each year, with these fresh appointments, a rejuvena- 
tion of the movement is brought about, since the deputy 
group leader has been in training for the job for twelve 
months and takes up the leadership of the group with new 
ideas and new enthusiasm. 

Every member is a potential group leader and every 
past-group leader that much stronger by reason of his or 
her experience of office. 

The same principle should apply to the appointments 
of chairman and vice-chairman of the regional and area 
committees, but need not affect other offices such as 
secretary or treasurer. 


Raising the Money 


We must guard against the PPU becoming a collection 
of one-man societies; there must be continual movement 
within the personnel or decay will set in. But, once 
having chosen the skipper who can steer a straight course 
for the PPU craft (and I believe we have got him in 
Stuart Morris), let us have all hands on deck. 

And what about the wherewithal to launch the Youth 
Campaign, to pay the roving ambassadors, to provide the 
whole-time organizers, the Publicity Van and the Cen- 
tres? The adoption of the Nottingham Scheme by every 
group will make this possible. 

The accomplishment of pacifism, in our time, must not 
be frustrated through lack of funds. 

Limited space permits me to touch only upon the 
fringes of these ideas, but let us be enthusiastic and— 


ON TO THE FIRST MILLION! 


An Anthology of 
Peace and War 


Arranged by Vincent Long 


John MacMurray 


iP E that saveth his life shall lose it.” 

In a panic of self-defence, at the end of the War, 
we tried to defend ourselves for ever against Germany, 
by taking away all her economic weapons of competi- 
tion, and laying her under a perpetual tribute; and now 
we are finding that the effort to save our economic life 
has lost it. It is the same with the armies and navies 
which we have laboured to build up for our security. 
They are destroying us. Let us stop building defences 
round ourselves. It is not from other people that we 
need to be saved, but from our fear of other people... 

For we all know by this time that what we want is 
a new and better social order, which will be built and 
enjoyed by better men and women than we are; and 
obviously, if we are to have a new world we must let 
the old one go. Even if it is like death to turn our backs 
upon it, to stand still and see all our defences crumble 
and our security vanish like smoke, I have no doubt 
that we shall find the last part of that saying as true 
as the first part is obviously true—that “he that loses 
his life shall keep it.” It is possible for men and for 
societies of men to he reborn, even if it is impossible to 
have them reconstructed. 

—Freedom in the Ifodern World. 


William Cowper 
MY soul is sick with everyday report 
VY! Of wrong and outrage with which earth is filled. 
There is no flesh in man’s obdurate heart— 
It does not feel for man; the natural bond 
Of brotherhood is severed as the flax 
That falls asunder at the touch of fire .., 
Sure there is need of social intercourse, 
Benevolence, and peace, and mutual aid 
Between the nations, in a world that seems 
To toil the death-bell of its own disease. 


July 28, 1939 


PEACE 


“NATIONAL 


NEWS 


SERVICE”: 


ON WORKERS 


Hint of Promotion tor Those: 


Who Volunteer 


Fron a Correspondent 


UNDERSTAND, from a most reliable source, that efforts were 

made quite recently by the Clerk of the Yorkshire West Riding 

County Council to enrol all his male staff for National Service. 
He went as far as to give a broad hint that those who did “volunteer” 
would have the best chance of promotion, or alternatively, that those 
who did not would not be so favourably looked upon. 


The result has been, I learn, that the 
bulk of the male staff of this particular 
authority has enlisted as air raid wardens, 
special constables, Territorials, &c. 

A fortnight ago a further meeting was 
called and a special message was sent 
round to all departments to the effect that 
those who had not undertaken any form 
of National Service must attend the meet- 
ing. This meeting was for the purpose of 
bringing pressure to bear upon the recal- 
citrant section of the staff, and an offer was 
made regarding maintenance of pay during 
any emergency necessitating absence on 
duty. 

The West Riding County Council has one 
of the largest staffs of any administrative 
body outside. London. 


End of Democracy? 


When National Service was introduced 
pacifists said it was going to. mark the be- 
ginning of building an authoritarian State. 
Facts have since proved this to be right. 

I fail to understand how the Labour 
Party and Trade Union movement could 
have been deluded. My reason for sing- 
ling them out is for the reason we believe 
that, constitutionally, they represent the 
last bulwark of democracy in Britain. One 
appreciates their difficulties, but they 
should consider whether they have not 
gone too far with the Government, and 
should examine all these new features of 
our national life in the light of recent 
experience. 

They should have no truck with war- 
mongers, firm in the knowledge that all 
war is opposed to the interests of the 
workers the world over. 


Vietor Hugo on 
Waterloo ”’ 


= 
® peuecnencoanant 


Seeeteeecener 
seeeeeuscuccce 


“IF we take Waterloo from Wellington 

and Blucher, does that deprive England 
and Germany of anything? No. Neither 
illustrious England nor august Germany is 
in question in the problem of Waterloo, 
for, thank Heaven, nations are great with- 
out the mournful achievements of the 
sword. 

“Neither Germany, nor England, nor 
France is held in a scabbard; at this day 
when Waterloo is only a clash of sabres, 
Germany has Goethe above Bliicher, and 
England Byron above Wellington. <A 
mighty dawn of ideas is peculiar to our 
age, and in this dawn England and Ger- 
many have their own magnificent flash. 
... Any aggrandisement the 19th century 
may have cannot boast of Waterloo as its 
fountain head; for only barbarous nations 
grow suddenly after a victory—it is the 
transcient vanity of torrents swollen by a 
storm. 

“Civilized nations, especially at the pre- 
sent day, are not elevated or debased by 
the good or evil fortune of a captain, and 
their specific weight in the human family 
results from something more than a battle. 

“Their honour, dignity, enlightenment, 
and genius, are not numbers which those 
gamblers, heroes and conquerors, can stake 
in the lottery of battles. Very often a 
battle lost is progress gained, and the less 
of glory, more of liberty. 

“The drummer is silent and reason 
speaks; it is the game of who loses, wins.” 


Letter © News-Chronicle - Would 


Not Publish 


THE News Chronicle, which recently led 

the campaign of protest against sup- 
pression by The Times of a letter from 
prominent Liberals, has itself refused to 
publish a letter from Mr. Gerald Bailey, 
Directing Secretary of the National Peace 
Council, pointing out the dangers of a 
“firm front” against the dictators. 

The News Chronicle, on July 14, pub- 
lished prominently a report of a Territorial 
dinner at the House of Commons, at which 
the main speech was made by Sir Walter 
Kirke, until lately Director-General of the 
Territorial Army. Mr. Bailey’s letter was 
a comment on this report and was sent ‘to 
the News Chronicle on the same day. It 
was sent by Mr. Bailey in a _ personal 
capacity and from a private address. 


“Grim Realities” Obscured 

Text of the letter was as follows: 

“The News Chronicle gives prominence this 
morning to a report of a Territorial Army dinner 
at the House of Commons, at which—with 
Socialist MP’s as fellow-speakers—Sir Walter 
Kirke delivered ‘a racy speech’ in regard to our 
Preparedness for war. 

“Sir Walter committed himself to some hardly 
dignified pleasantries about the dictators, said 
that the average British citizen was ‘tolerant 
and peaceable like the bul!-dog, but had now 
been roused’ and finally said with commendable 
frankness that limited war is impossible in 
modern conditions—‘'we must hit the other 
fellow and hit him hard.’ Finally, the in- 
estimable Lord Nuffield said, ‘if a certain gentle- 
man over the other side of the water wants to 
fight, this country is ready to meet him.’ 

“On another page of the paper, we hear that 
the largest Fleet and Air exercises ever under- 
taken in peace-time are to be held in August 
and that this year’s Bill for ‘defence’ has risen 
in the last three months by £150,000,000 over and 
above the original estimate of £580,000,000 for 
the year, included in the Budget statement. 

“The bravado of our military leaders is 
traditional, but their oratory obscures some grim 
realities. ‘Hitting the other fellow hard’ and 
‘fighting the gentleman over the other side of 
the water’ means the indiscriminate and mutual 
slaughter of hundreds and thousands of inno- 
cent Britishers and Germans who have no 


quarrel with each other, and will only obtain 
peace when they have succeeded in suppressing 
all their militarists—British and German alike. 
Isn't it about time that progressive movements 
in this country—and their newspapers—began to 
re-examine the implications of their support cf 
re-armament and the ‘firm front’ against the 
dictators? Whatever the militarists and the 
* aggressors’ deserve it will be the peoples that 
pay the price.” 


PRESSURE 


| 
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More C.0.s 


Tribunals 


A MOCK Tribunal was held in the Folk 
House, Reading, on Friday. 

Mr. Robert Pollard acted as County Court 
Judge; there were four other members of 
the Tribunal, and Councillor Wakelin too® 
the part of the Ministry of Labour repre- 
sentative. 

Mr. John P. Fletcher, in presenting his case 
for absolute exemption, said that he had been a 
pacifist for thirty years and had during the last 
war keen granted exemption at the Local 
Tribunal. This was later withdrawn by the 
Appeal Tribunal. He afterwards spent three 
separate periods in prison. Now, as then, he 
believed it impossible to be a Christian and a 
soldier, and that he would make no bargain 
under the Act. As a Christian and a citizen he 
opposed it. 

The Tribunal refused absolute exemption but 
was willing to grant alternative service. 

The Rev. E. J. Willis next claimed exemption 
from combatant duties, but was willing to serve 
in the Royal Army Medical Corps, provided that 
he had a written guarantee from the Govern- 
ment that he would never be called upon to 
carry arms. In the last war he had joined the 
RAMC under special conditions allowed to some 
pacifists. but later an attempt was made to 
transfer these men to combatant units. 


Appeal Rejected 


The Tribunal said that the word of Parliament 
in the Act should satisfy him and consequently 
directed that he should be placed in the Military 
Register of Non-combatants. 

The next two appeals to be heard were from 
young men affected, or likely to be affected by 
the Act. 

Mr. Roger Pege made little attempt to estab- 
lish the fact that he had a conscientious objection, 


Democracy in the Colonies 


HE limited extent to Which the native inhabitants of some parts of the British Em- 
pire are allowed to have a say in their own gcvernment is revealed in an official 
Publication—British Colonies, Protectorates, &c. (Local Legislatures) [H.M. Stationery 


Office 6d.] 


The following facts are taken from this source, which is a valuable one for all 


who would understand the constitutional 
Number of 


position in the British Colonial Empire:— 
Registered Electors Estimated Percentage 


population of (a) 
Colony, &e. Males Females Total at 31.12.37 to (b) 
(a) (b) 

Bahamas oe oe om -. 12,611 _- 12,611 66,908 18.8 
Barbados oe ee od ey 6,424 _ 6,424 190,939 3.4 
Bermuda si6 oF " ae? 41 — 2.411 30,949 7.8 
British Guiana ‘ as >. 9.513 337,039 2.9 
British Honduras i. ae 1.220 585 1.800 56,893 3.2 
Jamaica os és ne oe 62.867 1,152,528 5.5 

Cayman Islands ., ~ Ad 946 946 6,113 15.5 
Leeward Islands: 

Federal aie oe -—Not applicable— 

Antigua oe os es ‘ 858 190 1,048 34,523 3.0 

Dominica .. a. oa é 929 320 1,249 49,505 2.5 

Montserrat Res ive 6 219 41 260 13,712 1.9 

St. Kitts-Nevis .. Or or 1,372 256 1,628 38,057 4.3 
Trinidad and Tobago .. Fy 30,911 456,006 6.5 
Windward Islands 

Grenada .. on oe ee 000 553 3,452 88,201 3.9 

St. Lucia ., oe ee oc 1,161 348 1.509 67,404 22) 

St. Vincent ae 1,320 278 1,598 57,526 2.8 


Qualifications for voting are based 


Bahamas and the Bermudas, it ‘s limited to males. 


on property or income, and in Barbados, 
The income required of an 


elector is £50 per annum in Barbados and Jamaica, £62 10s. in British Honduras and 
Trinidad, £30 in the Leeward and Windward Islands. 

Ownership of real property, rents or taxes paid on real property also give qualifi- 
cation for voting. Property valued at £100 in British Honduras and Leeward Islands 
and Windward Islands brings this qualification. Taxes on property varying from 
£2 per annum to 10s. in Jamaica (the amount being 15s. in the-Leeward and Wind- 
ward Islands) also carry this qualification. 

In Barbados, there is a qualification excluding from the exercise of the vote all 
employed in a domestic or other menial capacity. 

The literacy test is further imposed in Jamaica and the Leeward Islands. 


Crusaders in 
Dublin — See p. 1 


WARS NEW 
TARGCT My 


Face Mock 


as he claimed that the Tribunal could not judge 
the sincerity of anybody’s conviction. He said 
that he appeared before the Tribunal in order 
that he might talk about pacifism to them. 

The Tribunal saw no reason for granting his 
appeal and he was therefore placed on the 
Military Register. 

Last came Mr. J. E. Chambers, who based his 
appeal on religious convictions. He had brought 
evidence to show that he was a member of the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation and the . Peace 
Pledge Union. The Tribunal’s belief in" his 
sincerity was shown when they granted him 
absolute exemption. A good audience listened 
with evident interest to the proceedings, and it 
was felt that not only the young men derived 
help from listening to them. The Tribunal was 
organized by the PPU, FoR, and Society of 
Friends, 


Orpington Tribunal 


A successful Mock Tribunal was or- 
ganized recently by the Orpington PPU 
group. 

Among the seven objectors a wide 
variety of views was represented—religious, 
ethical, and rationalist; extreme and “ mod- 
erate.” 

Three non-pacifists (including a relative 
of Colonel Blimp!) and two pacifists com- 
posed the Tribunal. 

A very attentive audience of about a 
hundred people included a large number of 
non-pacifists, many of whom declared that 
the COs gave a good account of themselves, 


“ABSURD” TO FIGHT 
OVER DANZIG 


—Socialist Councillor 


C@PEAKING as one whose fundamental 
faith was that “as Socialists we can- 
not kill one another,” Councillor Earl, of 
Farncembe, addressed a Peace Pledge 
Union meeting at Haslemere recently. 

He said that to consider going to war to 
prevent a city which was 96 percent Ger- 
man. as Danzig’s population was, from join- 
ing with its Fatherland was absurd. 

He could not think why the clause in the 
Versailles Treaty which had to do with the 
revision of frontiers had not been invoked. 
That treaty was a vindictive one, as all 
treaties signed in the spirit of post-war 
bitterness were bound to be, but the one 


good thing in it seemed never to have been 
used. 


Why the League Failed 

Comparing the success of the Interna- 
tional Labour Organization with the failure 
of the Council of the League of Nations (in 
the latter case due to the fact that its repre- 
sentatives were “conscious of the armed 
might of the imperialisms they represen- 
ted”), Councillor Earl said that a League 
founded on force was bound to fail. 

In conclusion, he declared that it was 
necessary for Socialists to realize that 
fascism could not be defeated by war. 
Another method must be found. 


‘Peace Aims and Intentions’’ 


in Leaflet Form 


The Declaration of Peace Aims and In- 
tentions adopted by the National Peace 
Congress (as reported in Peace News a 
fortnight ago) has been reprinted as in 
leaflet form for propaganda purposes. 

Copies are obtainable from the National 
Peace Council, 39 Victoria Street, London, 
S.W.1, for 1s. 6d. per 100, or 10s. per 1,000, 
post free. 


. 
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BOOKS 


Four Important Pamphlets 


Reviewed By 
GEORGE E. WHITMAN 


The Prospects of Civilization. By Sir 
Aifred Zimmern. 
The British Empire. By H. V. Hodson. 
“Mein Kampf.” By R. C. K. Eensor. 
Economic Self-Sufficiency. By Professor 
A. G, B. Fisher. 
Oxford Pamphlets on World Affairs, 
3d. each. 


"THE addition of four more threepenny 

pamphlets on current problems to the 
torrent of such literature may not at first 
sight seem to be of much importance ; but, 
then, they bear the imprint of the 
Clarendon Press. It is a significant depar- 
ture for that body to enter the pam- 
phlieteering field. We start reading with 
the expectation of something very scholarly 
in execution, if conservative in outlook; 
and we find, jn fact, four little books, each 
by an expert in his subject, which would 
repay study by all thinking pacifists. 

Sir Alfred Zimmern makes an acute, en- 
lightened and balanced analysis of the 
factors that have operated to bring about 
the present world-situation. He point out 
the necessity for applying moral standards 
to politics and states clearly the nature of 
the great problem that we have to solve, 
the problem of reforming outworn social 
and political traditions to meet the condi- 
tions of a changed world. 


Three-fold Problem 


This problem, he says, is threefold: — 

“There is a political problem, of which the 
most acute symptom is the existing relationship 
between the democratic states on the one hand 
-——particularly Great Britain and France—and 
the totalitarian states—particularly Germany— 
on the other. 

“There is an economic problem, of which the 
most acute symptom is the contrast between 
riches and poverty, which we all of us have 
continually before our eyes, even in a country 
like Great Britain, where the general standard 
of life is immeasurably higher than it is for the 
greater part of mankind. 

“And, thirdly, there is a moral problem, of 
which the most acute symptom is the startling 
decline in the standard of international relations, 
and in the standards of humanity and decency 
—not to speak of Justice and liberty—in the 
domestic government of certain reputedly 
civilized states.’ 

With ways and means Sir Alfred does not 
mucn concern himself. He has confined the 
scope of his essay to a statement of the 
problems that have to be solved if civiliza- 
tion is to be saved; and, though the author 
does not say as much, they are problems 
that can only be solved by a bold and con- 
structive pacifist policy led by Great 
Britain, France and the United States of 
America. 


Empire: Conventional View 

Mr. H. V. Hodson gives a concise account 
of the nature of the British Empire, the 
status of its different member-States, the 
position of the Crown in Empire relations 
and the question of Dominion neutrality in 
war-time. Altogether it is a good sum- 
mary of the ‘conventional view of the 
Empire, valuable for comparison with such 
a book as Why Were They Proud? recently 
published by the Pacifist Research Bureau. 

The comparison of these two books 
should enable pacifists who wish to study 
the case against imperialism to lay their 
tingers on many commonly believed falla- 
cies, of which the following statements by 


Mr. Hodson are examples: 

“India, however, has her own Parliament and 
Ministers, and in virtually all her internal affairs 
governs herself without any hindrance or 
coercion; 

“ Through all its affairs [the British Empire's] 
blows the Keen and cleansing wind of demo- 
cracy, based on freedom of speech, of the press, 
and of association. These are the fundamentals 
of the British Empire way of life.” 

Professor Allan Fisher gives us a short 
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but valuable study of the way the world’s 
economic problems have been aggravated 
during recent years by the policies of 
“autarky " which certain countries have 


practised. 
He distinguishes between “ autarky,” 
which means self-sufficiency, and 


“autarchy,” which means complete self- 
government and independence; but he 
shows how the drive towards the one iy 
often founded on the desire for the other. 

Professor Fisher traces the history of 
autarkic ideas from early times until the 
present day, and shows how in their present 
form they are based on considerations of 
war-strategy. He warns us against think- 
ing autarky purely in terms of the policies 
of the totalitarian States and points out that 
we are all more or less tarred with the 
same brush, instancing the case of the 
Ottawa Agreements. 

Those who are anxious to study the 
economic causes of war and to find means 
of eliminating them will find this essay 
well worth reading. 

Herr Hitler’s self-disclosure in Mein 
Kampf, by R. C. K. Ensor, is probably the 
most valuable of the four booklets. It is a 
masterly summary and interpretation of 
Herr Hitler's revelations of his planned 
policy in the international field, of his 
theory of race and of his demand for 
“Lebensraum” for the German people. 
Mr. Ensor shows the extent to which the 


Fuhrer’s declared policy has been carried 
out and discusses future possibilities. He 
gives also a good assessment of Hitler’s 
peculiar mental development and personal 
character. 

Few great men of action, says Mr. Ensor, 
have ever disclosed beforehand so clearly 
as Adolf Hitler the principles and purposes 
that guide their acts. Building up a mass 
movement almost from the bottom he had 
to be exceptionally frank with his disciples. 

Owing to the fact that until recently only 
expurgated and misinformed editions were 
allowed to be printed in English Mein 
Kampf has been far less studied outside 
Germany than its importance merits. 

“Anyone familiar with it could till recently 
only be astonished by the extent to which the 
British press and British statesmen showed 
themselves unaware of its contents. It was as 
if a card player had for some reason been 
obliged to display his cards, and the other 
players were too lazy to look at them. And 
yet they really were: the cards that he was going 
to play, and since 1933 has played.” 

Mr. Ensor’s pamphlet is a valuable sum- 
mary for those who have not the oppor- 
tunity of reading Mein Kampf in full. It 
should be read by all pacifists concerned 
to find a satisfactory way out of the 
apparent political and moral deadlock be- 
tween Britain and Germany. 


THE VIEWS OF CONTRIBU- 
TORS MUST NOT BE ASSUMED 
TO REPRESENT THE POLICY OF 


"PEACE NEWS" OR OF THE 
PEACE PLEDGE UNION. 


EUROPEAN STORM CENTRE 


Ukraine and its People. 
Vowles. Chambers. 5s. 


UGH P. VOWLES'’S new book comes to 
us at an opportune moment. For 
here is another potential storm centre. 
Today there are a number of separatist 
movements which aim at the creation of a 
“Great Ukraine” by uniting politically the 
various Ukrainian minorities in Eastern 
Europe. There is also justification for 
thinking that Herr Hitler may try to make 
use of these movements to satisfy his own 
“territorial ambitions.” More than a hint 
of the annexation of Soviet Ukraine is in- 
dicated in Mein Kampf. 

At the present time, Mr. Vowles tells us, 
by far the largest and most prosperous part 
of Ukraine is that which forms one of the 
Republics of the Soviet Union. “Next in 
size comes a region in the south-east of 
Poland, including East Galicia, with part 
of the ancient province of Volhynia, and, 
less definitely, country to the north as far 
Ukrainian lands 
of less extent form the eastern extremity 
of what until recently was known as 
Czecho-Slovakia, and part of Rumania. 
The Ukrainians in the former Czecho- 
Slovak territory, like their kinsman in East 
Galicia, are sometimes called Ruthenians 
and sometimes ‘Red Russians ’—though 
not with the meaning of the word ‘red’ 
as applied to communists. Their home- 
land has been given various names such as 
Ruthenia, Sub-Carpathian Ukraine, Car- 
patho-Russia and Carpatho-Ukraine.” 


1 Mysterious Eastern Europe 


No wonder this particular corner of 
Eastern Europe has acquired for us a back- 
ground of mystery! “The Ukrainians of 
Rumania live in Bessarabia, a province 
having a frontier in common with Soviet 
Ukraine; and in Bukovina, on the south- 
east frontier of Galicia. Bukovina was a 
crown province of Austria before the Great 
War. Bessarabia, previously a Russian 
province, became a prey to conflicting in- 
terests after the Russian Revolution of 
October 1917, but was eventually taken 
over by Rumania. The Soviet Govern- 
-ment has never recognized the annexation, 

but has pledged itself not to resort to force 
to recover the lost territory.” 

So much and a good deal more we learn 
from Mr. Vowles’s first chapter. In further 
chapters we discover that the history of 
the Ukrainians is largely a record of their 
exploitation, persecution, enserfment and 
struggles for freedom. Collectively the 
Ukrainians form one of the largest racial 
groups in Europe. Mr. Vowles thinks we 
may safely assume that there are at least 
40,000,000 of them in Europe, whilst 1,000,000 
or more emigrants to America are divided 
more or less between the United States and 
Canada. 


By Hugh P. 


— 


But by far the greatest number. 
26,000,000—live in the Soviet Ukraine, for 
which the people themselves must surely 
be thankful. For some of the several facts 
that stand out after reading this vastly in- 
formative book is that Czecho-Slovakia, 
unlike other countries, took her minority 
guarantees to Carpathian Ruthenia (Car- 
patho-Ukraine) seriously; that the peas- 
ants of the West Ukraine, regions have 
genuine economic grievances, since the 
majority live in conditions which are a 
disgrace to civilization; and that the 
people of Soviet Ukraine have now reached 
a far higher level of prosperity and culture 
than they have ever known before. 

Is it likely, then, Mr. Vowles asks us, 
that the people of Soviet Ukraine will be 
deceived by any of the now familiar pro- 
paganda about “historic destinies” and 
“legitimate aspirations ”? 


Irene Stiles 


Don’t Keep It 
To Yourself! 


“TVE just dropped Tit-Bits because of its 

wasting space on militiamen, end am 
taking extras copies of Peace News instead. 
I always pass mine on to individuals.” So 
writes a Norwich reader. 


We leave it to you which other papers 
you read, but we do suggest that you adopt 
this method of letting people know about 
the only weekly newspaper that stands for 
real peace. 


We need a larger circulation, and this is 
one way to help us to get it. (By the way, 
P, Duncan, an ex-Territorial from whom we 
printed a letter last week, now tells us that 
he himself became a regular reader of 
Peace News as a result of receiving a copy 
from a friend.) 


Besides helping to gain a wider circu- 
lation, readers can help Peace News by 
sending contributions to our Fighting Fund. 


The Fighting Fund was launched to help to 
release for some other branch of the Peace 
Pledge Union's work the subsidy at present paid 
to Peace News. (This amounts to £750 for the 
current year.) 


Donations of any size wilt be welcomed and 
acknowledged in Peace News. Cheques and 
postal orders should be made payable to Peace 
News, Ltd—and not the Peace Pledge Union— 
and should be addressed to 3 Blackstock Road, 
London, N.4. 


We are pleased to acknowledge the following 
contributions: 


£ sd. 

Previously acknowledged es «. 11817 44 
Compton ee ava oe i 07 6 
O. E. Fox, Rock Ferry .. Per is 0 2 6 
C. Marsden, Blackburn oe os 010 
Miss Hadley, Baker Street, W.l.  .. 0 290 
W. N. Bush, Lancs.  . re “oh 01 6 
F. E. Morgan, Brompton Road, S.W.3 05 0 
N. H. Cohn, Guernsey .. és ce 2D 
C. H. Cox, Leigh-on-Sea .. oé 03 0 
Jewson ae ae oe ee os 0 290 
£121 1 104 


Progress of the 
Tramp Preachers 


HE three tramp preachers who are cam- 

paigning for the Peace Pledge Union 

in the East Midlands area wound up their 

stay in the Coalville-Loughborough dis- 

trict with three repeat meetings—at Coal- 
ville, Shepshed and Loughborough. 


All were far better attended than the earlier 
meetings, and all produced heated opposition, 
but they also produced new contacts with really 
interested people. There were only three more 
signatories, but quite a number took pledge 
cards away with them and promised to attend 
group meetings, and to read Peace News and 
other pacifist literature. 

In Melton Mowbray a good deal of opposition 
was shown to the tramp preachers, but eventu- 
ally many people were “shaken.” 

A meeting in Grantham was spoilt by the 
weather, but at the village of Colsterworth a 
good meeting was held, despite wet weather. 


The Human Mongrel 


Know this of Race. By Cedric Dover. 
Secker and Warburg. 2s. 6d. 


CCEDRIC DOVER, himself an Anglo- 

Indian (in the correct and literal sense 
of the term) has written previous studies 
of racial problems that form a valuable 
contribution to our knowledge of a subject 
with regard to which knowledge is rare 
and prejudice nlentiful. 


His latest book is really a “ primer” for 
those who have never studied these prob- 
lems at all. It tells you what is meant by 
a “race” and how far the attempt to dis- 
tinguish between the so-called “races” of 
humanity can be justified. 

Whatever racial “ purity” may exist in 
remote islands or mountain ranges, it can 
be scientifically demonstrated that the rest 
of us are mongrels. In the second half of 
the book the author discusses “ Racialism,” 
that ugly by-product of our age, and 
briefly traces some of its manifestations in 
various countries. 


Carlyle “ Debunked” 


Not long ago, looking through Lord 
Oliver’s Myth of Governor Eyre, I was in- 
terested to find confirmation of my theory 
that Carlyle was one of the fathers of fas- 
cism. Certainly, the offensive and brutal 
language with which Carlyle justified the 
sadism of Governor Eyre in Jamaica ranks 
him with Goebbels as one of the loud 
speakers of racial persecution, raised to 
the status of a religion. 

Cedric Dover, in recalling the words of 
“ the dyspeptic bore of Chelsea,” as he calls 


“ 


him (with pardonable rancour) has done a 
service to truth in helping to explode a 
reputation long overdue for debunking. 

I wish I could believe the various brief 
and light-hearted allusions to the assumed 
solution of all racial problems in Russia, 
for which Cedric Dover gives us no evi- 
dence. And I wish he had explained the 
growth of racialism since the time of the 
East India Company. Why, for example, 
were the conquerors of India, though quite 
as ruthless as the White Sahibs of today. 
devoid of all those racial prejudices which 
now characterize the Englishman in the 
tropics? Why have the Latin “races ” less 
“racialism” than the Teutons? Why is 
modern anti-Semitism essentially “ racial.” 
whilst medizwval anti-Semitism (with 
which, I think, Cedric Dover somewhat 
confuses it) was essentially a matter of 
religion—that is to say, of the Jews’ re- 
ligion rather than their race? Why was 
Othello a hero and Shylock a villain? 


Questions Unanswered 


Once only, as far as I know, did a 
medizval ruler attempt to establish 
“racialism.” That was when Frederick II 
(“the World’s Wonder ”) forbade the inter- 
marriage of Sicilians—already the most 
mixed race of the Mediterranean—with’ 
“foreigners.” But where did he borrow 
his notions of racial “ purity ”? 

These are some of the big questions 
which this excellent book leaves un- 
answered. 


Reginald Reynolds 


July 28, 1939 


PEACE 


LETTERS TO 


NEWS 


THE EDITOR 


The Real Danger We Must Face 
Should the Jews Fight? 


W HEN it comes to foreign affairs, any- 
Ma one’s guess is as good as mine, but 
personally I think there is no possibility of 
Great Britain entering into a war for many 
years to come. 

This may be sheer wish-fulfilment on my 
part, but personally I think the danger 
arises from within not from without. The 
Trojan Horse is here and many of us have 
been patting it and admiring its beautiful 
mane for years. 

The Fascists in this country passed the 
Incitement to Disaffection Act, the Official 
Secrets Act, the Emergency Powers Act, 
the Public Order Act, the Trades Dispute 
Act, and many other decrees. They intro- 
duced conscription and the Means Test. 
They have their concentration camps 
abroad. Their storm troopers are police- 
men and National Service volunteers. Their 
leaders are the ARP dictators. 

This may be righteous indignation, but 
it is something we can do something about. 
This is a free country—nominally—and we 
can non-violently do all we can to make 
ourselves known as opposed to all this. This 
is the way we can resist fascist invasion; 
tor fascism is, beyond all racial and econo- 
mic doctrines, a state of mind; a diseased 
state of mind which can be cured by a 
healthy, free, and logical development to- 
ward the truth, which we all are seeking 
and which none of us should fear. 


JOHN ROBINSON. 
106 Reddings Lane, Birmingham, 11. 


Surely the concern of today is the im- 
pending judgment of God on a faithless 
world. The official propaganda gives Naz- 
ism and Fascism as the evils to be resisted, 
and our leaders are preparing to launch 
Armageddon rather than admit that these 
systems are the evil fruit of seed we have 
ourselves sown, and confer with repre- 
sentatives of all peoples for the launching 
of a new order based on the Law of Him 
who says, “I will be exalted among the 
nations.” 

Surely the immediate duty of pacifists is 
to call for this appeal “to that of God in 
every man” (to use the words of George 
Fox—would that we had his like today). 

For no mechanical subterfuge will avert 
the impending doom, but only a spiritual 
reformation, an “out-and-out pacifism,” 
which can no more be confined to England 
than Luther’s Reformation could be con- 
fined to Germany. 


WwW. J. WOODS. 
33 Grosvenor Gardens, Woodford Green, Essex. 


A Correction 


In a previous number of Peace News an 
article appeared dealing with the activities of 
the United Christian Petition Movement. It was 
stated that the petition of the citizens of Smeth- 
wick would be presented by a deputation cf 
their Mayor and Clergy similar to the one which 
presented the Coventry petition in October of 
last year. 

Unfortunately, difficulties arose which pre- 
vented the civic and religious authorities from 
attending the presentation of the petition. Last 
minute arrangements were made by the 
organizers to present petitions already collected 
in Birmingham and other Midland districts and 
to form a deputation composed of clergy from 
Coventry and Birmingham to support the Smeth- 
wick petition. We are sorry that the article 
appeared in Peace News before notice could be 
sent of the hurried change of plans. 

The Mayor of Smethwick could not attend the 
presentation on July 22 because of a business 
appointment, but the promise of religious and 
civic support was later withdrawn because the 
Town Clerk of Smethwick advised the Mayor 
“that the petition was open to objection on con- 
stitutional grounds.” It was implied that it 
would be inconsistent with the function of His 
Majesty’s judges for them to advise the King 
and Parliament in regard to the destruction cf 
food, high taxation, and the causes of unemploy- 
ment, poverty, and war 

No vital change can be made to remove these 
evils without creating some sort of precedent, 
and it could be claimed that the once popular 
demand to abolish the House of Lords; or 
present-day demands to nationalize the means 
of production; or the Emergency Powers Act, 
which destroys the right of the subject to the 
privacy of his own home, are inconsistent with 
the spirit of the British Constitution. But the 
fact remains that it is constitutional to change 
the constitution. 

The Government has already created the 
necessary precedent by appointing a number of 
His Majesty’s judges to sit on a Committee to 
formulate remedies rather than to interpret 
laws. 

ROBERT J. SCRUTTON, 
Founder and President, United 
; Christian Petition Movement. 
1 Esmond Court, Kensington Square, 
London, W.8. 
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e Appeasement 


HE policy of appeasement formerly 
pursued by the Government has 
been discarded in favour of a system 
of defensive alliances. But it is quite 
clear that the latter is no policy at 
all, for such alliances are not designed 
to examine disputes and adjust dif- 
ferences, but merely to provide the 
necessary complement to the Govern- 
ment’s measures of defence. 

It might be objected that since the 
policy of appeasement has failed, 
there is nothing else left for the 
Government to do but concentrate 
on preparations for war. But the 
fallacy of. this argument lies in the 
fact that appeasement has never been 
tried. The Munich agreement was 


=! 


Non-Co-operation 


The more I realize how members of the 
Peace Pledge Union are supporting, or 
at least assisting, the Governments arma- 
ment programme by contributing financi- 
ally through taxes, &c., the more convinced 
I am that we should lose no time in organiz- 
ing a large scale non-co-operation cam- 
paign. 

It has been with great mental pain that 
I have paid income tax in the past, knowing 
that in doing so I was paying a little more 
towards the manufacture of poison gas 
that may one day choke the life out of 
some innocent baby. 

If the PPU is to be effective, now or in 
the future, we must show, by practical 
demonstration, our faith in the policy we 
preach. To propagate the idea«of non- 
violent non-co-operation is not enough. We 
must practise what we preach. 

By contributing to the financing of the 
manufacture of instruments of murder, we 
not only become the murderers ourselves, 
but, what is more important in the im- 
mediate situation, we ignore our only 
chance of influencing the Government to 
work sincerely for real peace. 

Mass resistance to income tax, or to that 
proportion which goes to finance the manu- 
facture of armaments, is our one big chance 
of making the PPU felt in the country, and 
perhaps of changing the Government's pre- 
sent fatal policy. 

How many of our 127,000 will take this 
chance? 


F. NEWMAN TURNER. 
Rockley, Well End, near Barnet, Herts. 


Pacifists and A.R.P. 


It is tolerably certain that “black-outs” 
can have little or no value as a “defensive 
precaution.” Sir John Anderson himself 
has admitted that there is no such thing as 
adequate defence against air attack and it 
has been proved that attacking planes have 
no difficulty in finding and bombing their 
objectives in spite of the most rigid lighting 
restrictions. 

It is even more certain that these “black- 
outs” are giving the civilian population of 
this country a wholly false sense of security 
and are already inculcating a “war men- 
tality” which is bound to over-ride all sanity 
and power of reasoned thought when the 
next “crisis” arises. 

May I suggest that all members of the 
Peace Pledge Union living in areas where 
a “black-out” is planned should, without 
going out of their way to make trouble, re- 
fuse to co-operate by darkening their win- 
dows, &¢c., and write previously to their 
local Air Raid Warden stating their reasons 
as courteously as possible. 

Any opportunity we can take to convince 
people that we have common sense on our 
side and are not mere pig-headed “ obstruc- 
tionists,” must, I think, be all to the good. 


A. S. HOLBROW. 
The Gables, Benenden, Cranbrook, Kent. 


Are Pacifists Pro-Nazi? 


Owing to a printer’s error, the letter from 
Mr. L. J. Redgrave Cripps, as printed under this 
heading in last week’s issue, contained the 
Phrase: “It [the Peace Pledge Union] has 
always seemed to me to be so very little bitterly 
anti-Hitler.” The word “little” (as the context 


should have made clear) should not, of course, 
have been included. 
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Never Tried” 


immediately followed by an intensive 
programme of re-armament and the 
subsequent introduction of conscrip- 
tion, neither of which is calculated to 
induce at atmosphere favourable to 
negotiation. 


Therefore it is not unreasonable to 
suppose that methods of negotiation 
may yet succeec in arresting the 
movement towards a universal state 
of war, provided that they are accom- 
panied by appropriate acts of good 
faith, such as the immediate repeal of 
the Military Training Act and the 
slowing down of the rate of arma- 
ment manufacture. 

SILAS KRENDEL. 
208, Willesden Lane, Brondesbury, N.W.6. 
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P.P.U. and Policy 


In reply to your correspondent, E. S. 
Spencer (Peace News, July 14), may I! 
suggest that “capitalism” is a peculiarly 
apt and concise term for the immoral 
social system under which most of us are 
living. 

Furthermore, if members are not yet 
“politically-minded and certainly not 


n 


A® a Socialist and a believer in the value 

of human personality, I have always 
been aware of the stupidity and iniquity 
of war; but 1 nave only recently joined the 
Peace Peace Union. 

My badge has called for comment from 
the many people I meet. I have been 
particularly interested in the attitude of 
my Jewish acquaintances. These latter 
range from those who, like myself, have no 
religious beliefs and are neither proud nor 
ashamed of being Jews, to those who are 
orthodox Jews. I have tried to find out 
why so many of them think that Jews 
should not be pacifists. 

A number of them, irrespective of the 
length of time their families have been 
settled here, have a strange desire to em- 
phasize their patriotism and loyalty to the 
country in which they live; and as it is 
generally held that “fighting for one’s 
country” is the only duty of the patriot, no 
Jew, they say, could do otherwise than per- 
form that duty. This attitude is supported 
by an understandable fear of appearing 
“ different” from their non-Jewish neigh- 
bours. 

There is also, it must be confessed, a de- 
sire for revenge. It is rarely specifically 
expressed; but many a Jew, though as dis- 
inclined for war as anyone else, feels that 
if war came it would punish the Nazis for 
their vicious persecution of the Jews. More- 
over, Jews are understandably anti- 
Fascist, and their hatred of Fascism with 


Socialists,” it is in spite of the efforts ofits gospel of anti-Semitism, carries them to 


two of our most eloquent sponsors, George 
Lansbury and Donald Soper. Such mem- 
bers would be well advised to awake from 
their dream world and admit the element- 
ary facts of sociology. 


DAVID OULAGI. 
179 Fordwych Road, West Hampstead, N.W.2. 


Lack of co-operation, disunity, and inde- 
pendence in action in the pursuit of a 
generally desired end, more than “hard 
and fast organization” retards action; that 
is self-evident. Mr. Hope Gill must realize 
that however hard groups and individual 
pacifists work their labours are largely, in 
vain unless they are organized. 


My original letter has resulted in a cer- 
tain number of Peace Pledge Union mem- 
bers writing to me agreeing that the 
effectiveness of the movement is limited. 
We are meeting on Sunday, July 30, at 59 
High Road, Chiswick, at 6.30 p.m., when 
an attempt will be made to form a group 
specifically for propaganda purposes. Any- 
one interested is invited. 

JOHN PRIEST. 

13 Duke's Avenue, Chiswick, W.4. 


“Commandments for Pacifists” 


I must confess to being very disappointed 
when reading the “10 Commandments for 
Pacifists” on the front page of Peace News, 
and I do hope that they have not all been 
accepted by pacifists, and I feel certain that 
Professor Challaye could replace two, with- 
out detracting from the others. 


I refer to “commandments” 
seven. 


I believe that the majority of us who are 
really trying to think and work out our 
pacifism, fully realize that the root cause 
of all the trouble in the world is love of 
self, and the greed and other evils which 
arise from this selfishness. 


Professor Challaye now comes along, and 
among his excellent “commandments” he 
gives us two which advocate the very evil 
which we are endeavouring to combat. it 
is the fact that we are so keen on caring 
first for ourselves, and our own interests, 
that increases the evil, and acts as a handi- 
cap to our movement. 


May I underline the last paragraph cf 
Hope Gill's letter, also in last week’s issue: 
“Unless each one of us is desperately in 
earnest and working and giving as much 
as we can to this end, both individually 
and in our groups, we are not worthy of 
the name of pacifists.” 

WILL MARCHANT. 

92 Pine Road, Winton, Bournemouth. 
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the fantastic lengths of hating the German 
people. 

There are Jews also who say that if a 
“firm stand” is not taken against German 
aggression, Hitler will come to this country 
and subject it to a Nazi dictatorship. What, 
they ask, will be the fate of Jews then? 

The PPU is, I think, right in attempting 
to rouse the Christian conscience of the 
community against war as well as stressing 
political and humanitarian considerations. 
But there does seem a special need for ap- 
pealing to the intelligence and conscience 
of Jews. Their feeling of kinship with 
Jews in other countries, their tradition of 
kindliness, and their respect for wisdom 
and decency should make them excellent 
advocates for peace. And they should be 
told that as there are always those who 
would condemn their actions and thoughts 
whatever they do and say, they should 
think for themselves and act in accordance 
with their conscience as citizens of the 
world. 


Since starting this letter, I have read J. C. G. 
Burton’s review of two books on the Jewish 
problem. I entirely agree with him. The human 
being who calls himself a Jew is as much a 
human being as one who calls himself a 
Christian or an Atheist, a German or an Italian. 
There are wider loyalties than those Jewry or 
Britain can command. 

H. FEINGOLD, 

44 Cherington Road, London, W.7. 


News Bulletins 

May I suggest that Peace Pledge Union 
members and others write postcards to the 
BBC protesting against the News Bulletins 
being devoted almost entirely to war pre- 
parations and other gloomy subjects, to the 
exclusion of everything of a constructive 
nature. I know many who have given up 
listening to the News Bulletins because 
they are so depressing. 


HARRY W. BROWN. 
The Chestnuts, Milborne Port, Sherborne, 
Dorset. 


“Sticky Backs ” 

I have thought of a good slogan for 
“sticky backs,” for preachers who think as 
Pat McCormick does. “There are worse 
evils than war, and war brings them all.” 

By the way, that little paragraph the 
Home Office sent out about the graves, &c., 
to Bradford—why not hav7 that presented 
as a leaflet, I have done my utmost to “get 
it across” to unbelievers. 


- PEGGY M, GADSBY. 
5 Dalewood Close, Hastings Road, Bromley, 
Kent, 


\" is literally impossible to publish all 


the leHers we receive. 


Other things being equal, letters of 
not more than 200 words stand the best 
chance of publication. 
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oSQDEEN BARCLAY writes from Room Ws: a et 


PVE GOT 
AN IDEA! 


WO or three times a day a new idea 
comes bubbling up in my mind, takes 
shape and struggles for expression. Too 
often I have to strangle it at birth or force 
it back to wait in over-crowded conditions 
in the limbo of my mind! All ideas worth 
putting forward need nourishment, and 
this, translated into actual everyday words, 
means L.S.D. 

If my idea was how to destroy 3.000 
people in an enemy country more quickly 
than they could destroy tne same number 
in my own, I should probably receive a 
Government grant in the first place. and 
then, if it was successful, a 
The Group seat in the House of Lords. 
Secretary’s As, however, my ideas are 

usually how to tell 3,000 
people the best way not to 
be killed and how to save 
3.000 people in another 
country from being killed, I get no subsidy 
and no publicity. 

What about all the other ideas which 
come by almost every post? What fate is 
there for them but cold storage? 

The fact is, we need a benefactor ; some- 
one who will invest £20,000 in Peace. A 
mere £20,000 !—less than is spent on war 
in this country every 10 minutes of every 
day and every night, but until that peace 
benefactor comes along. we have got to 
find the money ourselves. 

We could do it if everyone reading this 
paper sent <i. The ideas are ready if the 
fund is forthcoming. It can be done and, 
with your co-operation and generosity, will 
be done, so send us along all your spare 
cash as often as possible, and don’t be 
satisfied with once a year. 


Weekly 
Notes 


Not all ideas are still-born, however. You 
will remember how it was decided after 
Dick Sheppard died that his only memorial 
should be the Peace Pledge Union itself. 

From this sprang the idea of establishing 
a Dick Sheppard Centre in every town in 
the country, to become the hub round 
which the work of the local PPU group 
developed. Since that idea caught on, it 
has spread in all directions and DSCs are 
springing up everywhere. 

In some places they are humble rooms, 
the meeting place of the local group; in 


What The Groups Are Doing 


AER group, at Wimborne, has been 

added to the recently formed Bourne- 
mouth and New Forest Region. Today 
Ringwood will be a further addition, 
making a total of fourteen groups in the 
region. 

Last week the region entered a tableau 
in Poole Carnival, and Parkstone group 
undertook the erection and manning of a 
stall. In both cases a certain amount of 
publicity justified the hard work involved. 


Plans are going ahead for public meetings 
in each group’s area during the winter, and 
members are looking forward to the visit 
of Stuart Morris and John Barclay to 
Bournemouth Town Hall in October. 


It is being realized by the majority of 
members that so far the work has been a 
little “ one-sided,” and they now intend to 
put more activity and publicity into their 
work—the spreading of pacifism in the 
area. 


At a recent meeting in Southbourne Mrs. 
Leslie Goodwin spoke on “The Path to 
Peace” and gave some information on her 
recent visit to Germany. 


A large amount of literature was distri- 
buted at an open-air meeting in South- 
bourne last week addressed by Mr. H. Paull 
and Mr. J. Jackson. 


Publicity Van in the North 


THE Publicity Van is going ahead in the 

North-East. The campaign opened 
with visits to Morpeth and Ashington, and 
at the latter town the interest of the large 
crowd that gathered kept the speakers busy 
until a very late hour. 


Meetings have also been held in the 


’ village of Stamfordham, the Bigg Market 


in Newcastle, as well as in several Durham 
mining villages. 

During the earlier part of this month the 
Publicity Van visited Preston and district 
where eleven meetings were held. A 
special recruiting week was in progress in 


other centres you find a bookshop, 
room, and workshop. 

Soon there will be 5C such headquarters. 
“Dick Sheppard’s work goes on,” indeed. 


The photographs below show you the= 


new Centre opened last Saturday at: 
Peckham. Six German 


cubs The Basque Children = 
= ANOTHER ONE = 
: GOES vce = 


and Austrian= 


refugees provided a concert programme atiilllllIIII/III{I{II! By Theo Wills tuuuumnn 


the inauguration. It is the result of the 
combined effort of a few, and will be the 
home of many. Six members actually live 
on the premises. They have a communal 
life and very cosy rooms. Downstairs in 
the cellar is a workshor and at the back 
a garden. 

This house fronts on to a very busy 
thoroughfare and a_ beautifully propor- 
tioned notice-board declares to all who pass 
by. the nature of the building behind it. 

From this Centre will go out all the 
co-ordinated activity to cover a crowded 
part of London—and in its walls it is hoped 
to establish a club for unemployed—victims 
of war as much as refugees. 

All this kind of work needs money, and 
as I said at the beginning, more and more 
is needed. 


Next week I shall be writing from 
Harrogate, where our summer conference 
will be in full swing. 

By the way, here are the train departures 
from Kings Cross: 11.20 a.m., 1.40 p.m. 

Don’t forget to go on ordering the Peace 
Service Handbook—we shall soon be in our 
third edition, a record to be proud of, but 
pnly made to be broken! 

PPU — Permanent-Poppers-Up! 


PECKHAM 


(Above) The Dick 
Sheppard Centre at # 
Peckham described by 
John Barclay, and (on | : 
right) the notice board 
which catches the eye 
of the passer-by. 


Blackpool and no site was allowed for 
the van. 


Meetings were held, however, in Gar- 
stang. Chipping, Preston, Ribchester, 
Longridge, Leyland, Tardy Gate, Chorley, 
Ormskirk, Skelmersdale and Freckleton. 


Sheffield’s Dick Sheppard Centre 


IT is now fairly certain that the new Dick 
Sheppard Centre at 30a Change Alley, 
Sheffield, will be ready in September. 


Arrangements are being made for an 
official opening—probably by Stuart Morris. 


Geoffrey Pickup, one of Sheffield’s joint 
secretaries, has now left the city. The 
Pacifist, the local PU _ publication, 
expresses Sheffield members’ gratitude for 
his ungrudging service to the PPU. 


New Centre at Wokingham 


"THE new Dick Sheppard Centre at 3a 
1 The Terrace, Wokingham, was opened 
on Monday by John Barclay. The centre 
is intended as a club and meeting room for 
pacifists. 


As Reading is only a short distance away 
the centre will be shared by Reading and 
Wokingham members. 


Mass Selling in Kings Heath 


‘THE Moseley and Kings Heath groups 

groups organized a local Peace News 
mass selling in Kings Heath High Street 
recently. They had bad weather, but in 
spite of this they sold 36 copies in just over 
half an hour. 


This was their first effort of this kind and 
it has been decided to repeat it soon and 
to establish a regular weekly selling in 
Kings Heath. 


A garden party was held last week in aid 
of the group refugee fund. As a result of 
the efforts of the group a young girl from 
Germany arrived in Birmingham recently. 


OvR numbers are dwindling by ones and 

twos. Teresita went the other day. 
Her going is a loss for us and an acquisition 
for the friends who have taken her. 

Teresita is an extraordinarily likeable little 
girl. She is a fragile morsel, with a pale com- 
plexion. delicate features, dark eyes, whose 
liveliness shows her to be not wanting in health 
and childish spirits. a shapely poll of smooth 
brown hair, a soft laugh that gets you every 
time, and, when she came at least, like so many 
Sapnish children, she had little ear-rings 
twinkling in the lobes of her ears. 

Teresita was snapped up by friends of the 
Acton group by return of post on their receiving 
notice of our intended dispersal. 

She was a little stunned when she learned 
that in a week’s time she was to leave for good 
the big old house which has been her home for 
more than two years, and said she wished she 
could take the small children of her dormitory 


she had visited her new home before and knew 
and liked her new “ family.” 


* . * 


It was she who first told me the Spanish for 
“tadpole: “ zampaburros.” It was a little diffi- 
cult to get such a quaint word, especially as she 
was not sure how to spell it. 

And apropos of tadpoles she told me there 
were tadpoles in the puddles in the railway 
tunnel in Bilbao where she and her mother took 
refuge during the raids. It was in one such 
tunnel that an engine driver, losing his head in 
the panic, drove his train straight into the crowd 
of sheltering pcople. 

I scarcely can think of Teresita without pictur- 


scared people, the bombs thudding outside, and 
she yet possessed of sufficient childish alertness 
and curiosity to notice the tadpoles wriggling in 
the water at her fect. 


* * * 


“She doesn’t speak much English,” we told the 
guard of the train in whose charge we sent her 
to London. “Better put her in here, then.” So 
we last saw her, a little scared, but smiling, on 
the guard's seat in the luggage van. 

It is for children who cannot be sent away 
alone so confidently that we hope to get the loan 
of the house for which Mrs. Plowman appealed 
in last issue. 

. > . 

This series is a weekly reminder of the Basque 

Children who are our proteges at Basque House, 


should be sent there. 

Donations, in cash or by cheque, should be 
sent to the Basque Fund, Peace Pledge Union, 
6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. They will be 
| most gratefully acknowledged. 


July 28, 1939 


Forthcoming 
Kvents 


As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select for publication notices sent 
in. We nevertheless desire to make it as 
complete a service as we reasonably can, 
= and therefore urge organizers of events to 
71. Send notices to arrive not later than 
Monday. 


2. Include : Date, TOWN, Time, Place (hall, 
Street); nature of event; speakers, 
organizers (and secretary's address)— 
preferably in that order and style. 


Today (Friday) 


LONDON, W.C.1; 8 p.m. 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
ea Laval on “The Anarchist Movement”; 
LONDON, W.C.1; 3 p.m 8 Endsleigh Gardens; 
for all COs, “Our Task This Year”: inter- 
member discussion; Fellowship of Conscientious 
Objectors. 


* Fri. to Fri., July 28 to Aug. 4 


with her. But she had no grave fears because | 


ing her standing in the tunnel with a crowd of | 


LONDON, E.C.4; 12.10 p.m. 


WELWYN; Digswell Park Conference House; 
Summer Institute for the Study of Peace and 
International Affairs. 


Tomorrow (Saturday) 


EDMONTON; 3 p.m. St. Mary’s Vicarage, Fore 

Street; Garden meeting and social gathering; 
| Andrew Stewart: PPU. 

BIRMINGHAM; 3.30 p.m. 36 Holloway Head 
\(two minutes from John Bright Street); opening 
of “ Dick Sheppard House”; Laurence Housman; 
PPU. 
TRURO; 6.00 p.m. Friends’ Meeting House, 
Mitchell Hill; meeting to discuss formation of 
PPU Advisory Council for Cornwall; speakers: 
Devon and Cornwall representative on PPU 
Council and Dr. Curry, of Dartington; PPU. 


Sat., July 29, to Tues., Aug. 8 


HARROGATE; Pannat Ash College; PPU 
Summer Conference. 


Sunday, July 30 
BIRMINGHAM; Severn St. Adult School (oft 
Suffolk Street); one-day School; 10.30 a.m. Lec- 
ture by Laurence Housman; 2.45 p.m. Lecture 
by Niel Pearson on “Conscription and the Con- 
scientious Objector’; PPU. 

PUTNEY HEATH : Open-air mecting; supporters 
meet at 7.15 p.m. by Zeetas at junction of High 
Street and Putney Hill; PPU. 

ST. ALBANS; 8 p.m. Hatfield Road Methodist 
Church; “Methodism and Peace”; Rev. Herbert 
J. Martin, Claude B. Fytche, J. H. Williams, H. 
Schofield. H. F. Stone and Tom Slade; Methodist 
Peace Fellowship. 

SOUTHBOURNE; 8 p.m. Wesley Hall, South- 


bourne Road; Mr. Vernon Bailey ; PPU. 
i Langham, Colchester, Essex. All gifts in kind | 


Tuesday, August 1 


13 Paternoster 
Row; Doris Steynor on “ Palestine”; City PPU 
group. 

TOWER HILL; 12.30 p.m. Open-air meeting; 
W. G. Millman; City PPU group. 


Tues. to Sat., Aug. 1 to 12 


FRIBOURG, Switzerland; Greng Castle, Lake 
ot Morat; Summer Course on ~ Toward a New 
Psychological and Social Outlook”: Inter- 
national Peace Academy. Details from R. H. 
Ward, 10 Abbey Gardens, London, N.W.8. 


N EMBERS of Banbury group met local 
i refugees at a garden party at “ The 
Elms,” Banbury. The party had been 
arranged by the group not only to meet 
the refugees, but so that they could get 
to know each other. From this point of 
view, aS well as every other, it was a great 
success, and the language difficulty seemed | 
to help rather than hinder the happy | 
atmosphere. H 


Orpington Literature Stall | 


T the Orpington Health Week Exhibi- 

tion a prominent sign, specially made 
by a PPU member, directed visitors to the 
PPU literature stall. A short address was 
given by Basil Painting and 200 copies of 
the Peace Service Handbook were dis- 
tributed. 


Toward the close the PPU had “the field” 
to itself with a special Peace Service Hand- 
book stall at the exit from the exhibition. 
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Propaganda in Greenock 


| our July 7 issue we reported the activi- 

ties of members of the Greenock group 
at a National Service Demonstration at 
which they distributed 2,400 leaflets among 
the large crowd in a little under half an 
hour. 


In a recent statement, Mr. John McCub- 
bin, Greenock’s ARP officer, said: 


“Recruiting for the services has been dis- 
appointing. In the last few months there has 
been practically nothing done in this respect, 
despite the many appeals to the public. Since 
the National Service Rally in the Battery Park 
about six weeks ago, which was more or less 
a recruiting rally, we have had less than a dozen 
applications.” 


What a response from a population of 
over 70,000! It seems that the pacifist 
propaganda, by means of open-air meetings 
and distribution of leaflets at the rally, has 
had some effect. 


Thursday, Aug. 3 


LONDON, E.C.4; 1.10 p.m. 13 Paternoster Row; 
Rev. Reginald Sorensen on “The Ultimate 
Issue”; City PPU group. 

LONDON, E.C.4; 5.30 pm. 13 Paternoster 
Row; Dorothy Woodman on “ Pacifism is not so 
Simple”; City PPU group. 


Sat. to Mon., Aug. 5 to 7 


CHESHUNT, Hertfordshire; Weekend camp for 
all COs; cost 7s. 6d. or less. Full particulars 
from Frank Cole, 84 Review Road, Cricklewood, 
N.W.2. 


The Notice 
Board 


Items must be received by MONDAY 


Meetings 


Hounslow group now meets every Wednes- 
day, 8 p.m., in Tub Tree Café, Staines Road, 
Hounslow, instead of in Beacon Café, as pre- 
viously. 


Hford.—Open-air meetings held every Satur- 
day at 8.30 p.m. at corner of Wellesley Road 
and Cranbrook Road (near Ilford LNER 
station). Speaker this week, S. J. Hart. 


Finsbury Park.—Open-air meetings in the 
Park on Sundays at 11.30 a.m. commencing 
July 23. 

Paignton and Torquay.—Will members in this 
district look out for fortnightly meetings to be 
held on Paignton Green. Also fortnightly meet- 
ings at The Quay and Bolton Cross, Brixham. 


Cardiff.—Open-air meeting in Llandaff Fields, 
Cardiff, every Sunday at 8 p.m. Group meetings 
every Tuesday evening at 43 Charles Street. 


“Peace News” Scilers Wanted. 


Volunteers wanted for mass selling, Victoria 
Station, today (Friday), 5-8 p.m.—Details from 
J. Reynolds, 69a Winchester Street, S.W.1. 


Miscellaneous 


Mr. S. C. Miller, 43 Cowper Street, Greymoutu, 
New Zealand, would like to contact a correspon- 
dent in England—a fellow member of the PPU, 
Christian pacifist preferably, age approximately 
22 to 26. 
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Safeguarding 
Civilization 


(Continued from page 2) 


sistence on the innate human capacity and 
the final human necessity of securing peace 
through co-operation, mutual sacrifice and 
equity. 

* 


With such material we can do much to 
preserve the essential civilization around 
which so much of the jungle has already 
grown. Translate this into political idiom 
and what ensues? The demand that, what- 
ever else may be pursued, it shall never- 
theless at least be equally certain that 
Great Britain with its deep responsibility 
must not simply wait but search ceaselessly 
for rational contacts with other Powers, 
friendly or hostile. 

Yet more than this is required and 
Ernest Bevin at the Southport Labour Con- 
ference has given service to this end. 
British imperialism must yield up its in- 
sular claim. Our nation and our Govern- 
ment must renounce clearly and unmistak- 
ably principles and practices of monopoly 
and exploitation however piously dis- 
guised. 

If this were done with sincerity and 
vigour and a lead to the constructive alter- 
native pierce through the tensions and 
turmoils of the moment, there would come 
a response that might change the world. 


“Practise Civilization ” 


¥ MUST confess there is no sign of this as 

yet and my own modest endeavours to 
secure that sign from the Prime Minister 
have meet witl failure. But although this 
js tragic, there remain the people of Britain 
and to them, therefore, must the appeal 
continue. 

And despite the prevailing mood of fear 
and the aversion to sanity such fear begets, 
yet we must believe there is: behind the 
fear, undestroyed by it and still sensitive 
to the right approach, a capacity of 
response to the simple, direct plea that if 
we would safeguard and save civilization 
then we ourselves must strive to practise 
that civilization and insist that our states- 
men shall also practise it, so that we may 
vindicate our professions, prove our 
sincerity and avoid succumbing uncon- 
sciously to the very menace we have 
condemned. 


We Still Need 
111,343 Bricks 


LIAVE you sent your contribution to the 
ZE «Brick Fund” yet? 

Laurence Housman suggestsd at the 
cpening of Dick Sheppard House, that 
every member should “be a brick” and help 
to pay for the house by paying 6d. for one 
of the 124,000 bricks of which it is built. 


Up to Wednesday morning 


12,657 


bricks had been sponsored. 

Mr. Frank B. Middleton, accountant of 
the PPU, will be glad to receive any 
further contributions at Dick Sheppard 
House, 6 Endsleigh Street, London, W.C.1. 


PEACE NEWS 


SON OF 


RS. Y., of London, is a widow. Her 
husband died in the war to end war. 

So he could not come back to the land he 
fought for to make fit for heroes to live in. 
But he left a son. 

To keep her son at school Mrs. Y. had 
to make many sacrifices. But it was worth 
it. He was intelligent, and won a scholar- 
ship to a secondary school. 

Then he won another scholarship to a 
technical college, the value of which was 
£40 a year. 


Cost of War 


and Peace 


“It might be useful to remind the people 
of the world that the total capital invest- 
ment in the Peace Palace of the League, 
the Agricultural Institute at Rome, the 
Permanent Court of International Justice 
at The Hague and the International Labour 
Organization in Geneva, is less than the 
cost of a modern battleship and those who 
work in the Institutions named number 
less than a single regiment.”"—John G. 


Winant, Director of the ILO. 

In his first report issued on May 3lst, Mr. 
Winant says: “ Rearmament cannot continue at 
the present rate of acceleration without eventu- 
ally absorbing so much of the national income 
of many countries as will prove intolerable. A 
point may come when defence expenditure will 
cause actual starvation in the lower income 
groups. Before this happens, it may be hoped 
that some general international settlement will 
intervene.” 

The report also stresses the fact that war 
preparations menace economic and _ social 
standards. “We know these costs are added to 
each loaf of bread we buy, to every acre of land 
we cultivate, and to the length of the day we 
labour to earn a living. These ecnsts are the 
realities under the intangible shadow of war.” 


Withheld his A.R.P. 
Rate 


A Northampton pacifist has refused to 
pay the sum of ls. Id. which he withheld 
as being the amount payable by him for 
ARP rates. 

He wrote to the Borough Treasurer 
stating that “apart from the almost com- 
plete inadequacy of ARP,” he objected to 
paying the amount on moral grounds, and 
has been informed that “if the balance is 
not paid within the next few days the 
necessary steps will be taken to recover 
same,” 


“The Good Companions” 


By CHARLES STUART 


Heartfelt thanks of the “Good Com- 
panions” to all readers who responded to 
our recent appeal for an East End kiddies 
outing. 

The outing to Southea took place on 
Saturday. The children were welcomed by 
members of the Portsmouth Unitarian 
Church and local Peace Pledge Union 
group, who had arranged a full programme. 
The programme included a hot lunch, a 
motor boat trip round the harbour, tea, 
followed by a variety entertainment. Each 
child was given a mystery parcel to be 
opened on arrival home. 


A HERO 


Directly he did so, the Ministry of Pen- 
sions deducted 10s. a week from Mrs. Y’s 
pension. So Mrs. Y. is now obliged to 
continue her sacrifices. | 


And her son is doing his bit to ensure 
that, even though the promise of a better 
Britain has been forgotten, the cry “ Never 
Again!” shall be honoured. For he is a 
member of the Peace Pledge Union, whose 
members pledge themselves never to 
support or sanction another war. 


mn nn 
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Women and the Fight 


for Peace 


A letter signed by fourteen Harborne 
women was given prominence in the Daily 
Sketch last week under the heading 
“Women’s Role in the War for Peace.” 
Quoting Nurse Cavell’s statement that 
“Patriotism is not enough,” the letter 


continued: 

“Women realizing this, and bearing in mind 
the fact that women's hopes and fears are the 
same the world over, should cultivate an 
understanding and sympathy with the aims and 
difficulties, political and domestic of other 
countries. 

“Whatever statesmen may do, the peace of the 
world rests ultimately in the hands of the peoples 
of the world, and it is the honour which is given. 
to women, as the bearers of life, to build the 
spirit of brotherhood in which peace can 
flourish.” 


Ponsonb y on 


Foreign Policy 


Lord Ponsonby’s speech in the House of 
Lords on June 8 during the discussion of 
British Foreign Policy, from which we 
quoted extracts in our June 23 issue, has 
now been reproduced in leaflet form and i& 
obtainable (6d. per 100 copies, or 4s. per 
1,000) from the Peace Pledge Union, Dick 
Sheppard House, 6 Endsleigh Street, Lon- 


Carpentry Centre 
for Refugees 


The first carpentry training centre to be 
established by the Germany Emergency 
Committee of the Society of Friends, was 
opened at Offenham, near Evesham, at the 
end of June. 

The building, which was originally used by 
the Avoncroft Agricultural College, which later 
moved to Bromsgrove, consists of a hestel, part 
of which has been converted into a carpenters’ 
shop. It accommodates six Germi) and six 
Czech refugees, most of them between the ages 
of 21 and 25, who have been waiting in this 
country for training with a view to later emi- 
gration. 

The warden is Mr. J. Penrose Whitlow, and 
the instructor Mr. vohann Eisenwagen, whose 
wife is also at the hostel. 


Two Kinds of Sport ? 
“JT HAVE never suggested that those 
* who kill animals for fun are un- 
willing to fight or kill their fellow- 
men in war...” 
From a letter in the Essex County 
Telegraph, July 22. 
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Non-Violent 
Resistance could 
prevent Invasion 


"H.R. L. SHEPPARD— 

A NOTE IN 

APPRECIATION " 
6° 


7d. 


@ nren 


A SPLENDID OFFER 


Post free 


Every member of the P.P.U. should have a 
copy of this splendid piece of writing 


BERNARD 
SHAW 


on 


The Seamy 
Side of Soldiering 


Gilt letters on Green 
Button or 


6° each 


DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE, 6 ENDSLEIGH STREET, LONDON, W.C.I 


“Things we want you to know”—28th July, 1939 
6 NEW LEAFLETS 


LORD 
TAVISTOCK 


says : 
LET'S BE 
CONSCRIPTIVE 


ABOUT PEACE Women 


éd. per 100, postage 3d.; 4/- 1,000, postage 10d. 


BADGES 


JAPAN'S WAR ON CHINA—A. Morgan Young 
WHAT'S UP IN PALESTINE—Michael Greenberg 


@ UNOBTAINABLE ELSEWHERE 


Brooch 


Packet 
Single 


ARE YOU 
WASTEFUL ? 


A Message to ' 


HERE'S A BARGAIN 


SKELETON ‘of THE EMPIRE—Leonard Barnes 
WHY PACIFISTS SHOULD BE SOCIALISTS 


r . Advertisements 


I}d. per word, minimum 2s. 
Box Number 6d. extra. 


Latest Time for Copy Tuesday Morning 


| LIFERATURE ~ . 


“ REALITY,” the weekly newsletter, points to 
the cause of and the direct remedy for crises 
and strife Specimen copy free from 54 Poole 
Road. Coventry 


WANTED IMMEDIATELY, five thousand peace 
lovers, as potential peace leaders, who will read 
What of the Future, price 6d., obtainable at W. 
H. Smith & Sons’ branches or direct post free 
id. P.O, from Brotherhood of Christian 
Crusaders, Wecdhouse, Sheffield. 


PERSONAL 


GERMAN LADY TEACHER, PPU member 
(Refugee) wishes to get into touch with teacher 
or other lady worker who would be willing to 
help by sharing her furnished flat (Highgate 
district), Rent 15s. per week each.—Write: Miss 
Eisner, c/o 92 Lausanne Road, Hornsey, N.8. 


GUARANTOR REQUIRED for German Jewish 
refugee, aged 16. Please apply, Box 193, Peace 
News, 3, Blackstock Road, N.4. 


TO PACIFISTS attending the Esperanto Con- 
gress at Bern: please write to 23 Cromwell Road, 
Birchsgrove, Cardiff. 


{ SITUATIONS } 


Vacant 
WANTED: RELIABLE REFUGEE, used to 
domestic service, aged between 30 and 50, as 
general maid in pacifist family. Required 
September.—7. Chapel Field North. Norwich. 


Wanted 
GERMAN JEW (18) requires post in England. 
Clerk-bookkeeper by profession.—Apply Peace 
News, 3 Blackstock Road, N.4. 


WANTED | 


HARMONIUM or small organ—not more than 
£10.—Mr. J. Pettengell, 43 Fortismere Avenue, 
London, N.10. 


| WHERE Yo STAY: | 


COTSWOLD COTTAGE, twixt Wychwood and 
Woodstock. Occasional vegetarian guests. Rest- 
ful garden, lovely views, station.—-Delaney, 6 
Enstone Road. Charlbury, Oxon 

Food 


DERBYSHIRE HILLS, Vegetarian 
Reform Guest House. Alt. 600 ft. For happy 
holiday or restful recuperation. Tocreased 
accommodation. Central heating throughout; 
h. and c. water in all bedrooms. Central for 
conferences.—A. & K. S, Ludlow, The Briars, 
Crich, near Matlock. Telephone Ambergate 44. 
Station, Ambergate (L.M.S.) 


—_— 


Morale Centres in 


War 


England’s 65 voluntary charitable and 
social welfare societies will be mobilized 
into “ morale support centres ” in the event 
of war. 

Like gas masks and ARP, morale centres 
are now preparing to convince the public 
in the event of war that really it isn’t such © 
a fearful and terrible thing—to keep them 
from refusing to have anything to do with 
it. 


ADVERTISING PAYS! 


To the Editor, “ Peace News.” 
E are very pleased with the result of our 
experimental insertion in your classified 
advertisement column for the book Nie Wieder 
Krieg, which contains nearly four dozen photo- 
graphs of war as it really is. 

We have no hesitation in recommending this 
medium of advertising to all Peace News readers, 
as we have already (on one insertion) received 
enough orders to cover the cost of the insertion, 
show us a profit margin, and make us confident 
of a good batch of repeat orders. 

W. S. KAY, 
Kay’s Bookshop. 

High Street, 

Bramley, near Guildford, Surrey. 
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of 4 I/-, post free 
copies 4d. ow 


Wanted: A Gesture 
to the “Have-Nots” 


(Continued from pag: 1.) 

ducts, sufficient indeed to provide the 
people of all countries with not only abun- 
dant supplies of necessaries but also with 
comforts and luxuries. Indeed, it is uni- 
versally recognized that we have poverty 
today in the midst of abundance, and that 
the problem demanding solution is how to 
bring the great available supplies of 
natural and industrial wealth to the people 
of all countries. 

Declarations of economic policy by Great 
Britain. France, and the United States 
that they are prepared to do all that lies 
in their power to assist all nations, to attain 
to higher standards of comfort than they 
have ever hitherto enjoyed with the pros- 
pect of ever-growing improvement as the 
years pass, can, therefore, be made with 
complete assurance. Consequently the 
anxieties of the peoples of all nations, and 
more especially of what are known as the 
“have-not” nations, can be completely dis- 
pelled. 


Might End Ageression 


Is it not probable that were such declara- 
tions of policy made in a manner that was 
clear and readily understood by everyone, 
that the peoples of all countries would hail 


them with feelings of infinite relief and 
hope, and that the peoples of the “ have- 
not” countries would cause their rulers so 
to change their policies that they, too, 
weuld make their contributions to the 
solution of the grave economic problems 
which are now confronting the nations and 
which, if not solved, are likely to reduce 
the nations to unprecedented distress? 

It is abundantly evident that the peoples 
of Germany, Italy, and of Japan are sup- 
porting their Governments in policies of 
aggression, which will bring them, as well 
as other nations, into appalling trouble, 
only because they despair of recovering 
their prosperity by any other means than 
conquest. Further, that if they could be 
assured there was a practicable way to 
ever-increasing prosperity, they would be 
more likely to co-operate for the mutual 
good of all nations and to reject the 
suicidal policy of war, than if they are kept 
in their present state of distress and 
anxiety by the unwise and unsound econo- 
mic policies of the nations in general, in- 
cluding themselves, Great Britain, France 
and the United States, 

Thus the declarations of policy which 
I would urge should be made by the 
Governments of the principal Powers may 
turn the thoughts of the peoples of the 
“have-not” countries into the right chan- 
nels, and may cause them to abandon their 
present war-like designs in order to avert 
the grave economic danger that is growing 
nearer so rapidly. 


Appeal to the People 


It may be that the rulers of Germany 
and Italy will not listen to the voice cf 
reason and will continue their present 
policies of conquest, but if this be so there 
is at least a chance that the peoples of these 
countries will understand they are being 
offered a future of ever-increasing pros- 
perity, instead of a future of infinite dis- 
tress, that they themselves will insist upon 
the acceptance of the offer and that they 
will see to it that their countries co- 
operate whole-heartedly. 

Further, it is abundantly clear that all 
nations, including the “ have-not” nations, 
must give such evidence of their good faith 
that no possible doubt can be entertained 
of the singleness of their purpose, and of 
their intentior. to seek the common good 
to the limit of their power, for only by so 
doing can that measure of confidence ve 
created which will bring real peace and 
with it great prosperity to all nations. 


New Booklet on 


Communit 


To meet the need for information on the 
part of those who wish to study community 
in practical directions, Some Outlines for 
Community has been published by the 
Community Service Committee. This new 
booklet supplements the information given 
in Community in Britain. 

Some Outlines for Community is obtain- 
able in pamphlet form, price 3d., and book- 
let form, price 6d. (postage in each case 1d. 
extra), from J. Theodore Harris, 9 Queens- 
down Road, London, E.5. 
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A Pacifist Commentary 


Polish-German Impasse :: 


The 


“ Got-to-Stop- Hitler ” 
Argument :: Behind the Rumours 


THE statements made last week in Berlin 

and Warsaw do not encourage hope of 
an early peaceful solution of the Danzig 
problem. 

On Friday a spokesman for the German 
Government declared that Danzig must 
“return to the Reich unconditionally.” In 
Warsaw, before the day was out, it was 
retorted that “any attempt to bring this 
about means war,” and that Poland “would 
fight for Danzig even if she had to fight 
alone against Germany.” 

It is true that the German spokesman 
said that Herr Hitler and his Government 
were “convinced that the question can be 
solved peacefully, and intend that it shall 
be so solved.” This is a remark, by the 
way, that deserves more respectful acknow- 
ledgment than it has received in British 
and French diplomatic quarters. 

But it is unfortunately als> true that the 
only response to a suggestion, made by, the 
Berlin spokesman, that Britain might use 
its influence to revise Poland’s attitude 
was an indignant denial that “ Mr. Cham- 
berlain would not fulfil the ritish pledge.” 
It was an insistence, in other words, that 
the fate of Britain’s youth, Britain’s wealth, 
and all that we hold dear in this country 
has passed out of our hands and into the 
hands of a foreign government over which 
we refuse to have any sort of influence, let 
alone control. 


Denial of Democracy 


It is difficult to believe that “when the 

time comes” (to quote the German 
spokesman once more) either the Govern- 
ment or the people of this country will 
tolerate so gross a denial of the democracy 
they claim to be defending—let alone an 
abandonment of sovereign rights so much 
more complete than anything the most ad- 
vanced internationalist has ever advocated. 

Meanwhile, however, -et us examine 
briefly the argument that “Hitler must be 
stopped,” since that is the basis of most of 
the support for the policy of increasing 
military strength. 

It is argued that Danzig’s “ natural” state 
is that of a “free city” since it was so 
practically continuously up till the early 
18th century and for brief periods since; 
that as it is nothing new fo. East Prussia 
to be separated from the oth2r German 
States there is no reason why it should not 
still be cut off; and that, in any case, with 
their frontier in practically the same posi- 
tion as they are now, Poland and Germany 
once managed to live quite happily for 
more than three centuries, and could do 
so now if only the Germans would be 
reasonable. 

It is not the pacifist’s job to take sides in 
this or any other dispute in the sense of 
advocating one side’s case to the exclusion 
of the other’s. Still less does this news- 
paper support the Nazi regime as such. It 
is our job, however, especially if we claim 
that such a situation still leaves room for 
discussion, to indicate that .!:sre may be 
another view. For if that were all there 
were to the situation, ii would indeed seem 
as if nothing could be done but to wait for 
a change of the German heart. 


Past and Present 


But is the German view so unreasonable 
that negotiation and concession are 
impossible? Does it necessarily follow that 
because Danzig was a free city for cen- 
turies it must be now—or ‘hat, in fact it 
can be in a world of countries which are 
growing more interdependent every day? 
Is it not still less logical to say that because 
East Prussia has been separated before it 
might as well be now, thus taking for 
granted that all was well when it was 
separated? And may not Germany’s ap- 
parent “contentment” with the frontier for 
three centuries have been due to her pre- 
occupation with her other neighbours and 
with her religious conflicts at home during 
that period? 
Such question may or may not support 
the German case for the return of Danzig. 
I have already indicated that they are not 


intended to. But they do suggest that 
reference to history can “prove” anything, 
and therefore nothing, about the rights and 
wrongs of present-day claims. 


The point is that it is not simply a case 
of “stopping Hitler,” but of recognizing 
that Hitler has a point of view and that it 
should be considered by all the nations 
concerned. What precise form that con- 
sideration takes is 'ess important, at the 
moment, than seeing that some discussion 
takes place instead of allowing Poland to 
drag us and most of the rest of the world 
into war on the assumption that all the 
right is on her side. 


Rumours—and Fact 


R. R. S. HUDSON, Secretary of the 
Overseas Trade Department, was the 
central figure of a sensational story over 
the weekend, which although repudiated 
by the Prime Minister, seems to have been 
officially inspired. 

Mr. Hudson had private conversations with 
Herr Wohltat, the German economic expert, who 
was ostensibly attending an_ international 
Whaling Conference here. During the course 
of these talks, the story goes, a “peace plan” 
was discussed which involved this country lend- 
ing Germany £1,000,000,000 if she would promise 
to follow a les: threatening policy. The Star 
mentions that among the points reviewed were: 

Co-operation in world markets; 

A world conference to discuss distribution 
of raw materials; 

Germany to take a lead in disarmament. 

There is another strongly supported rumour 
in circulation that the Pope and Mussolini have 
suggested that Germany should agree, tempor- 
arily, to waive her claims to Danzisz, &c., say 
for five years, with a view, in the meantime, of 
effecting a settlement of all outstanding problems 
between the parties concerned. 

We mentior these soundings for what they 
may be worth. But we are convinced that the 
world is already sick of the continual threat 
of war (not forgetting that war is still raging 
in China) and that unless there is soon a halt 
called in all the preparations for it, war or 
not, bankruptcy will ensue. May we _ suggest 
that if through the influence of the Pope and 
Mussolini (or anyone else for that matter) a 
temporary respite is called, all thoughts of 
ultimately returning to anything approaching 
the status quo must be dismissed as belonging 
to the limbo of a past civilization. 

We do welcome any and every genuine 
approach towards the solution of international 
grievances by discussion and agreement rather 
than by the threat of force as a beginning of 
the building of world order based on love and 
brotherhood—which we do not believe is so 
remotely impossible, if there is the will for it! 


Tip for a,Press Lord 


THE announcement, in the Sunday Times, 

that Lord Kemsley is visiting Berlin 
this week at the invitation of Dr. Dietrich, 
the official head of the German press, to 
discuss the proposed exchange of articles 
for publication in British and German 
newspapers is a more encouraging sign of 
improved relations between the two 
countries. 

Only we hope that the Berry brothers (Lord 
Kemsley and Lord Camrose), who between them 
are the most influential newspaper lords in 
Britain (as they control the Daily Telegraph, 
Sunday Times, and the Allied Newspaper Group, 
which incorporates the leading provincial press), 
will present the German “copy” with greater 
fairness and impartiality than the Daily Tele- 
graph did the recent letter from the Chairman 
of the Peace Pledge Union. If, that is, the visit 
succeeds—which we sincerely trust it will. 


Publisned from Editorial and Publisning Offices. 


HE >?RIME MINISTER announced in 
the House of Commons on Monday 
that the British Ambassador in Tokyo had 
reached agreement with the Japanese 
Foreign Minister in the preliminary con- 
versations as to the ground to be covered 
in negotiations for the settlement of the 
Tientsin incident. 


It will be remembered that when Japan 
decided recently to blockade the British con- 
cession in order to force the surrender of four 
alleged terrorists the situation looked extremely 
menacing. 


The official text of the agreement is couched 
in the ambiguous phrasing customary in this 
kind of document, but we think it gives a clear 
indication all the same that in certain circum- 
stances Britain will allow Japan a free hand 
to trample down the Chinese for imperialistic 
ends. The British Government, says the agree- 
ment, recognizes the actual situation in China, 
where hostilities on a large scale are in progress, 
and notes that as long as that state of affairs 
continues to exist the Japanese forces in China 
have “special requirements for the purpose of 
safeguarding their own security and maintaining 
public order under their control, and that they 
have to suppress or remove any acts or cause3 
as will obstruct them or benefit their enemy.” 


Naturally, this country could not very well 
consistently lecture Japan as to what she should 
do or not do, when we have acquired so much 
of our Empire in a similar way. There was 
not a word of sympathy or of encouragement 
from the Prime Minister for the oppressed 
Chinese. 


Probably the Government will take comfort 
in the thought that they have shown some 
willingness to guarantee the Chinese currency, 
though no doubt this attempt at stabilization 
was prompted by our imperialist interests in 
China rather than by concern for the Chinese. 


6 ae i} 

“All Mankind’s Concern” 

WE are glad to note that the Govern- 
ment has accepted Mr. Roosevelt’s 

invitation to send a delegation to a confer- 


ence in Washington to discuss the Euro- 
pean refugee problem. 


Lord Winterton, chairman of the Inter- 
Governmental Committee, will be the chief 
British representative. The conference will 
probably take place at the White House in 
September or early October, and other countries 
expected to support it are the United States, 
France, Holland, Brazil and Argentina. 


It is now authoritatively stated that con- 
versations took place last week between Herr 
Wohltat, on behalf of the German Government 
and Sir Herbert Emerson, Director of the 
Inter-Governmental Committee, and they reached 
“a point at which it may be said that a satis- 
factory solution of the problem of the orderly 
migration of Jewish refugees from Germany 1s 
in sight.” 


We hope all this means that the whole question 
of refugees is in prospect of receiving the speedy 
and effective attention which it deserves, and 
which is long overdue. Voluntary organizations 
have done well in assisting within the limit 
of their private resources, but they are all find- 
ing it increasingly difficult to satisfy all the 
demands which are being pressed upon them. 
The responsibility is one which all countries 
proud to call themselves civilized should be 
willing to shoulder; because as Pope wrote, 
“In Faith and Hope the world ‘will disagree. 
But all mankind’s concern is Charity.” 


R. M. B. 
* 


This commentary, in common with other 
contributions appearing in “ Peace News,” 
must not be assumed necessarily to repre- 
sent the views of the Peace Pledge Union. 


3. Blackstock Road, London, N.4. by “ Peace 


News,” Ltd. (Registered Oftice, 6, Endsleigh Street. London. W.C.1), and printed for them by The 


Walthamstew Press. Ltd. (TU), Gua 


MGA AMAA 
SOVads WHA 
OL LNAISVSAAN WIOA HSV 


duINOgIHIWT 


« SMAN 


‘proy 


rdian House, Forest Road, London, E.17. 


qiout 


‘ugmz0uUNOUUF snofAaid 


AIT! 


«SMIN VI, 549d 7XOU 


: Ajddy 


Wy 


Uda] SU SLO,IOT YO 10 


qnoyys Zuyusow Aepsazsad your si0zoa{qo 
SnopjuapIsuod Joy [euUNqy weysuwosig 


uy poder [InN4 


. 


